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340  .‘^dams  Avenue, 
Scranton,  Pa. 


WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 
35  East  Union  Street, 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 


3 


OFFICERS  OF  THE 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

February  1924-192.') 

PRESIDENT 
JAMES  McA.  DUNCAN 

FIRST  V1CE-PRE.SIDENT  SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT 

MRS.  MOSES  RUSLANDER  JOHN  DIMLING 

TREASURER 
JOHN  E.  POTTER 
EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 
H.  R.  LATIMER,  Ph.  B. 

DIRECTORS 

(Term  Expires  January,  192.'i) 

MISS  FLORENCE  DIBERT  W.  A.  KOBER 

JOHN  DIMLING  JOHN  E.  POTTER 

JAMES  McA.  DUNCAN  WM.  O.  WASHBURN,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
(Term  Expires  January,  1926) 

JOHN  A.  EMERY  MRS.  J.  G.  LEWIS 

CLYDE  H.  GARWOOD,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  CAPTAIN  JAMES  C.  READ 
MRS.  D.  T.  JONAS  MRS.  CASS  SUNSTEIN 


(Term  Expires  January,  1927) 

BRADLEY  S.  JOICE  ' COL.  J.  M.  SCHOONMAKER 

FRANK  WILBUR  MAIN  REV.  EDWIN  J.  VAN  ETTEN 

MRS.  MOSES  RUSLANDER  COL.  L.  A.  WATRES,  Scranton,  Pa. 


W.  W.  Blair,  M.D. 

Rt.  Rev.  Hugh  C.  Boyle 
Hon.  Jos.  Buffington 
Olin  H.  Burritt 
John  Caclwalader 
Charles  C.  Cooper 
William  Davidson 


ADVISORY  BOARD 
George  D.  Edwards 
Mrs.  Wm.  Frew 
Mrs.  Ronald  P.  Gleason 
Rabbi  Sam’l  H.  Goldenson 
Col.  Oliver  S.  Hershman 
Joseph  Horne  Holmes 
Thomas  S.  McAloney 
A.  Leo  Weil 


Rt.  Rev.  Alexander  Mann 
Richard  Mellon 
.Alexander  P.  Moore 
Mrs.  Enoch  Rauh 
Charles  A.  Rook 
Wilson  .A..  Shaw 
Benjamin  Thaw 


STAFfF  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  AND  BRANCHES 

Executive  .Secretary  of  Association  and  Director  of  Pittsburgh  Branch 
H.  R.  Latimer,  Ph.  B. 

General  Bookkeeper 
Mrs.  Nelle  Wilson 

Supervisor  of  Prevention  of  Blindness  Department 
Mrs.  Etta  M.  Kelley,  R.  N. 

Solicitor  of  the  Department  of  Piano  Tuning 
Guy  H.  Nickeson 


Suirervisor  of  Women’s  Work  and  Weaving,  Pittsburgh  Branch 
Mrs.  Anna  Amberson 

Supervisor  of  Men’s  Department,  Pittsburgh  Branch 
Harry  L.  Glickson 

.Secretary  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch 
Miss  B.  Arline  Phillips 

Superintendent  of  the  laickawanna  Branch,  Scranton,  Pa. 
Francis  S.  Graves 

Supervisor  of  Dauphin  County  Branch,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Pearl  Mason 


4 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 


COMMITTEES  FOK  1921 

Exfcutive  Committee — James  McA.  Duncan,  Chairman;  John  E.  Potter, 
John  Emery,  Brailley  S.  Joice  and  Mrs.  D.  T.  Jonas. 

Committee  on  Finance — Frank  Wilbur  Main,  Chairman;  John  Dimling, 
Wm.  .A.  Kober  and  James  McA.  Duncan. 

Committee  on  Registration  and  Membership — Mrs.  J.  G.  Lewis,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  Charles  Goldsmith,  Mrs.  David  J.  McClarin,  Mr.s.  George  S.  Wilson  and 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Young. 

Committee  on  Prevention  of  Blindness  and  Conservation  of  Vision — Dr.  W. 
W.  Blair,  Chairman;  Di\  G.  A.  Holliday,  Dr.  S.  L.  Koch,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Lewis, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Markel,  Dr.  I.  D.  Metzger,  Dr.  S.  B.  Moon,  Dr.  J.  F.  Murdock,  Dr. 
Stanley  Smith. 

Committee  on  General  .State  Employment — Bradley  S.  Joice,  Chairman; 
Jefferson  D.  Hicks,  Mrs.  Sol  .Abbott,  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Mulhattan  and  Miss  Lyde 
Kerr  Wilson. 

Committee  on  Si-ocial  Service  and  Entertainment — Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander, 
Chairman;  Mrs.  F.  C.  Smith,  Vice-Chairman;  Mrs.  J.  G.  Lewis,  Secretary; 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Frederick,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  D.  T.  Jonas,  Sub-Committee  on  Read- 
ing; Mrs.  Sol  .Abbott,  Mrs.  Edgar  P.  Albright,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Armstrong,  Mrs. 
M.  Aronson,  Mrs.  J.  S.  .Auen,  Mrs.  Leon  G.  Ball,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Balmer,  Mr.s'. 
James  E.  Bay,  Mrs.  R.  D.  Beardsley,  Mrs.  N.  H.  Bertram,  Mrs.  Anna  Bole, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Briggs,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Bright,  Mrs.  Richard  Brown,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Brown, 
Mrs.  .Ada  F.  Buerger,  Mrs.  Jos.  Bennett,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Chaffee,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Corbit, 
Mr.s.  H.  R.  Cornfield,  Mrs.  Zena  Co.x,  Mrs.  Edmond  Englert.  Mrs.  A.  L.  Filmore, 
Mr.s.  Max  Fischer,  Mr.s.  Walter  Fleming,  Mrs.  Rbbert  Forney,  Mrs.  W.  K. 
Foster,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  F'ox.  Mrs.  A.  G.  H.  Frazier,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Frederick,  Mrs. 
W.  S.  Fulton,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Gardener.  Mrs.  Garland,  Mrs.  David  Geismar,  Mrs. 
Charles^  Goldsmith.  Mrs.  Malcolm  Goldsmith,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Gray,  Mrs.  Hamet 
Noble  Green,  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Green,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Green,  Miss  Minna  Grine,  Mrs. 
R.  .A.  Haddock,  Mrs.  William  Hanlon,  Mrs.  Samuel  Hedger,  Mrs.  Charles  B. 
Hutchison,  Miss  Birdie  Hyman,  Mrs.  Alexander  Jacobi.  Mrs.  D.  T.  Jonas,  Miss 
L^na  Katz,  Mrs.  L.  F . Kohl.  Mrs.  J.  B.  Kreider.  Mrs.  Louis  Lasday,  Mrs.  Wil- 
ham  Lasday,  Mrs  William  F.  Lawley,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Lensner,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Lesley, 
Mrs.  Charles  B.  Lewellyn,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Lewis,  Mrs.  Joseph  Lovett.  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Lovett.  Mrs.  George  E.  Long,  Mrs.  T.  T.  I.owrnan,  Mrs.  Harrv  Lumer,  Miss 
.Anna  Lyons,  Mrs.  C.  P.  MacLaughlin.  Mrs.  Ella  McCartv,  Mrs.  A.  B.  McClure, 
lint  McWilliams,  Mrs.  Y.  J.  Malwood,  Mrs.  Allen  C.  Miller,  Mrs.  I.  S. 

Millei^  Mrs.  F.  R.  Mills,  Mrs.  Howard  Montgomery,  Mr.s.  Elizabeth  J.  Moore, 
Mrs.  Robert  Mulhattan,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Myer,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Neigh.  Mrs.  F.  Newman, 
ovf'  Mrs.  Harry  Nuttall,  Mrs.  Bennie  Neiman,  Mrs.  Myrtle 

Ohler,  Mrs  W.  J.  Orth,  Mrs.  Mattie  Patterson.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Powell,  Mrs.  Frank 
Richards.  Mrs.  R.  J Rinehart,  Mrs.  Henry  E.  Roemhild,  Mre.  Fred  Ruslander, 
Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander,  Mrs.  B.  J.  Schoeppner,  Mrs.  John  M.  Schrieber.  Mrs. 

Geloi-ge  Seibel,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Silsby, 
Mis.  F.  C.  SmitK,  Mrs.  \\.  F.  Stadtlander,  Mrs.  Cass  Sunstein,  Mrs.  H.  O. 
Toui-ville,  Mrs.  David  Trisch.  Mrs.  Rose  Weiss,  Mrs.  Fred  Weitzel,  Miss  Lvde 
WoJtt^n  Mrs.  George  Winsor,  Mrs.  Jonothan 

Mi«  7 Leonora  Zeugsehmidt. 

Miss  Nettie  Zeuffschmult,  Mrs.  Dora  S.  Zoch, 

BradVr'^ '^''lul  (Pittsburgh  Branch)-, 

C M dbittan  m;  Jefferson  D.  Hicks,  Mrs.  Sol  Abbott,  Mrs.  Robert 

Profhmts^*M,L^p‘'\^ro  Sub-Committee  on  Variety  and  Sale  of 

^ Robert  C.  Mulhattan,  Miss  Lyde  Kerr  Wilson,  Mrs.  Sol  Abbott. 

M T 'p'’"  '^■■“"Gi— Col.  L.  A.  Watres,  President;  Rt.  Rev. 

M.  J,  Hoban,  Rev.  W.  L.  Sav1:elle,  Hon.  M.  F,  Sando,  Mrs  Geore-e  G Brooks 
AHst  Secretary;  R.  M.  Golds^th  Treasimer;’ 

B Bplin  T>’easurer;  Rev.  W.  B.  Beach,  D.  D.,  Mrs.  Pau 

Miss  Fm’m  G-  Fulton,  Miss  Anna  Hoban,  J D.  James, 

Mi.ss  Emma  J.  Lewis,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Platt.  Mrs.  T.  C.  Van  Storch  ■'unies. 

Lea  HunT  VTce-p\e'4le^^^^^  T •^'"‘"‘^-William  O.  Washburn,  President ; 

urn,  vice  1 lesident,  Leo  Long  Treasurer;  Paul  Bedford,  M'illiam  h! 
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Conyngham,  Rev.  J.  J.  Curran,  Mrs.  R.  J.  Flick,  Miss  Katherine  Frey,  John 
J.  Galvin,  Laning  Harvey,  Patrick  F.  Kielty,  John  S.  Lloyd,  Mrs.  Charles  Mil- 
lard, Mrs.  Charle.s  H.  Miner,  Abram  G.  Nesbitt,  Mi-s.  Anna  E.  Norris,  M.  A. 
Oppenheim,  Mrs.  Paul  Sterling. 

Commiltee  on  Dauphin  County  Branch — Dr.  C.  H.  Garwood,  Chairman; 
■Mrs.  George  H.  Ashley,  Vice-Chairman;  Mrs.  A.  S.  Koser,  Treasurer;  Mrs. 
Walter  Spolford,  Secretary;  Dr.  Robert  Bagnell,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Bowman,  Mr.  John 
F.  Dapp,  Mrs.  George  E.  Foss,  Mrs.  John  E.  Fox,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Geiger,  Miss 
Katherine  Hemler,  Dr.  Francis  Maxfield.  Mr.  Austin  Miller,  Mrs.  Charles  E. 
■Miner,  Mrs.  M.  El.  Olmstead,  Miss  Mary  Peardon,  Mx's.  Charles  E.  Ryder,  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Schooley,  Mr.  E.  J.  Stackpole,  Mrs.  D.  E.  Tracey. 

Committees  of  the  following  Clubs  have  conducted  special  sales  of  goods 
made  by  the  blind,  or  have  worked  at  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the  Blind, 
cutting,  sewing  carpet  rags,  or  otherwise  aiding  in  the  preparation  of  materials 
for  the  use  of  the  blind  workers: 


•\llegheny  Commandery  No.  S.b 
.Athene  Club  of  Oil  City 
Brighton  Woman’s  Club 
Church  of  the  New  Jeru.^^alem 
Civic  Club  of  Coraopolis 
Clayton  Mothers’  Congress,  Eighth  U. 
P.  Church 

Community  Club  of  Zelienople 
Community  and  Get-together  Club  of 
Upper  St.  Clair  Township 
Council  of  Jewish  Women,  Mt. 
Pleasant 

Council  of  Jewish  Women,  New  Castle 
Council  of  Jewish  Women,  Pittsburgh 
Council  of  Jewish  Women,  Warren 
Country  Community  Club  of  Brook- 
side  E’arms 
Crafton  W.  C.  T.  U. 

Daughters  of  Betsy  Ro.ss 
Dormont  New  Century  Club 
Edgeworth  Woman’s  Club 
Fanny  Crosby  Bible  Class,  Wilkinsburg 
Federated  Women’s  Club  of  New  Castle 
Fortnightly  Review 
Forum  Club 

Hebrew  Ladies’  Hospital  Aid  Society 
Historical  Society 
Housekeepers’  Club 
Jeannette  Foster  Goldman  Sewing  Club 
Junior  Woman’s  Club  of  Clearfield 
Knoxville  Library  Club 
Ladies’  Aid  Presbyterian  Church, 
Rennerdale.  Pa. 

Missionary  Club  of  State  College 

Mitten  Club 

Neighborhood  Charity 

New  Era  Club 

North  Side  Social  Workers 

Outlook  Alliance 

Philathea  Class  of  the  U.  P.  Church 
of  New  Kensington 
Pocahontas  Club 
St.  Ann’s  Guild,  Calvary  Church 
Sisterhood  of  Rodef  Shalom 
Squirrel  Hill  Community  Club 
Tarentum  Book  Club 
Thursday  Afternoon  Club,  Wilkinsburg 


Tourists’  Club 
Travelers’  Club 

Tri-Boro  Club  of  New  Kensington 
20th  Century  Club  of  Rochester,  Pa. 
Union  Aid  and  Women’s  Club  of 
Jeannette 
Wim’cdausis  Club 

Woman’s  Alliance,  Unitarian  Church 
Woman’s  Auxl.  Lodge,  No.  44, 1.O.B.B. 
I.  0.  B.  B. 

Woman’s  Civic  Club  of  Brookline 
Woman’s  Civic  Club  of  Crafton 
Woman’s  Civic  Club  of  Emsworth 
Woman’s  Club  of  Ambridge 
Woman’s  Club  of  Apollo 
Woman’s  Club  of  Aspinwall 
Woman’s  Club  of  Beechview 
Woman’s  Club  of  Bradford  Woods 
Woman’s  Club  of  Bridgeville 
Woman’s  Club  of  Brookline 
Woman’s  Club  of  Butler 
Woman’s  Club  of  Carnegie 
Woman’s  Club  of  Charleroi 
Woman’s  Club  of  Crafton  Heights 
W'oman’s  Club  of  Dormont 
Woman’s  Club  of  Edgewood 
Woman’s  Club  of  Elizabeth 
Woman’s  Club  of  Erie 
Woman’s  Club  of  Hazelwood 
Woman’s  Club  of  Homewood 
Woman’s  Club  of  Ingram 
Woman’s  Club  of  Irwin 
Woman’s  Club  of  Library 
Woman’s  Club  of  Monongahela 
Woman’s  Club  of  Oakland 
Woman’s  Club  of  Oakmont 
Woman’s  Club  of  Penn  Station 
Woman’s  Club  of  Pittsburgh 
Woman’s  Club  of  Sewickley  Val’y 
Woman’s  Club  of  Sheridan 
Woman’s  Club  of  I'osslyr  Farms 
Women’s  Club  of  Titusville 
Woman’s  Defense  League 
Woman’s  Embroidery  Circle  of 
Bellevue 

Women’s  Relief  Corps 
Young  Ladies’  Relief 
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MR.  JAMES  McA.  DUNCAN 
President — 1924 


Our  new  President,  Mr.  J.  McA.  Duncan,  is  a Pittsburgh  business  man 
in  the  full  sense  of  these  words.  He  started  his  business  career  with  the 
Iron  City  National  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  and  shortly  afterward  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company  in  their 
Pittsburgh  plant.  He  was  later  transferred  to  the  Company’s  main  works 
at  East  Pittsburgh  and  there  served  in  many  different  capacities  until  1912. 
at  which  time  he  was  appointed  District  Manager  of  the  Company  in  Pitts- 
burgh, which  position  he  now  holds.  This  is  a position  of  great  responsibil- 
ities, requiring  men  with  a high  type  of  thorough  business  training.  Mr. 
Duncan  dii'ects  the  sales  activities  throughout  the  Tri-State  area. 

Living  in  Pittsburgh  all  his  life,  Mr.  Duncan  has  made  a large  number 
of  business  and  social  friendships.  His  standing  as  a business  man  is  one 
of  importance  and  he,  therefore,  brings  to  our  Association  a standing  which 
will  be  of  great  value  to  us  and  to  our  work.  He  has  been  a member  of  our 
Board  of  Directors  since  1921  and  has  been  of  real  service  to  us  in  that 
capacity.  We  feel  very  fortunate  in  having  Mr.  Duncan  accept  the  presi- 
dency, as  his  time  is  taken  up  with  a great  multiplicity  of  duties  which  makes 
this  additional  responsibility  a real  contribution  on  his  part  to  our  Association. 
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DR.  EDWIN  J.  VAN  ETTEN 
President — 1922-1924 

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE  TO  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE 
PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

.lanuaiy  10,  1924 

As  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  A.ssoeiation  for  the  Blind,  it  becomes 
my  duty  and  privilege  to  make  you  an  annual  report  of  the  activities  of  your 
Board  of  Directors. 

It  is  fitting  I .should  begin  by  extending  to  my  fellow  officers  and  to  the 
members  and  committees  of  the  Board,  my  personal  and  official  appreciation 
of  the  services  and  cooperation  they  have  rendered  me  during  the  year,  ivith- 
out  which  the  success  attending  my  administration  would  have  been  impos- 
sible. Especially  do  I extend  our  thanks  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  to  the  respective 
community  chests  of  Scranton,  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Harrisburg,  to  the  many 
members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  and  other  friends, 
and  to  the  many  women’s  clubs  for  the  financial  assistance  afforded  us  during 
the  past  year.  I desire,  also,  to  thank  the  several  chairmen  and  members 
of  the  Committees  having  in  charge  the  work  of  the  Association’s  branches — 
Lackawanna,  Wilkes-Barre,  Dauphin  County,  and  Pittsburgh  Workshop,  for 
the  excellent  work  done  during  the  year  under  their  capable  and  painstaking 
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guidance.  Our  hearty  commendation  is  likewi.^e  extended  to  the  staff  and 
workers  of  the  Association  in  connection  with  every  branch  and  department 
of  the  work,  because  of  the  loyal  and  efficient  service  which  has  characterized 
their  work  during  the  year.  In  pai'ticular,  do  we  extend  a word  of  appre- 
ciation to  Mrs.  William  Frew,  ami  to  all  those  who  assisted  in  making  Pitts- 
burgh’s First  Week  for  the  Blind  such  a marked  success.  In  this  same 
connection,  we  desire  to  thank  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  for 
inaugurating  Pittsburgh’s  Week  for  the  Blind,  and  for  giving  us  the  services 
of  so  capable  an  officer  as  Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayes,  whose  advice  and  guidance 
made  possible  this  unusually  high  type  exhibition  of  w'ork  for  the  blind.  Oui 
thanks  are  also  most  heartily  extended  to  Main  & Company,  Certified  Public 
.Accountants,  not  only  for  their  usual  annual  audit  of  our  books,  but  for  aid- 
ing us  in  the  installment  in  our  Pittsburgh  Workshop  of  a complete  system 
of  stock  inventory  which  we  purpose  introducing  in  our  other  branches. 

According  to  the  By-Laws  of  the  .Association,  amended  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  in  January,  192.3,  the  officers  of  the  Association  were  duly  elected 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  its  regular  meeting  February  14,  1923.  At  the 
same  meeting  the  Board  formally  erected  a fourth  center  for  the  work  of 
the  Association  located  at  Harrisburg  and  known  as  the  Dauphin  County 
Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind.  The  first  committee 
in  charge  of  this  Branch  may  be  found  in  the  .Association’s  Year  Book  for 
1922  with  the  name  of  Mr.  David  E.  Tracy  (deceasetl),  as  chairman.  This 
anomaly  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  Board  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
untimely  death  of  Mr.  Tracy,  which  took  place  immediately  prior  to  its  heb- 
ruary  meeting.  Under  the  active  and  disinterested  leadership  of  Mrs.  George 
H.  Ashley,  our  Dauphin  County  Branch  made  exceptional  progress  prior  to 
the  election  of  Dr.  Clyde  H.  Garwood  as  chairman,  and  this  progress  has  con- 
tiued  under  his  experienced  guidance. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  your  Board  of  Directors 
has  been  called  upon  to  fill  three  vacancies  among  its  number  due  to  the  res- 
ignation of  Messrs.  Thomas  S.  McAloney  and  Paul  Bedford  and  to  the  death 
of  Mr.  P.  N.  Jones.  Messrs.  Bradley  S.  Joice,  of  Pittsburgh,  W.  O.  Washburn, 
of  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Dr.  Clyde  H.  Garwood,  of  Harrisburg,  were  appointed 
respectively,  to  fill  out  these  unexpired  terms.  Your  Board  has  added  to  the  list 
of  our  Advisory  Board  the  names  of  Rt.  Rev.  Alexander  Mann,  Mr.  Thomas 
S.  McAloney,  Mr.  Charles  C.  Cooper,  Mr.  Alexander  P.  Moore,  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Frew;  and  the  name  of  Mr.  John  Dimling  has  been  withdrawn  from  the 
li.st  of  those  on  the  Advisory  Board  because  of  his  election  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  to  membership  on  your  Board  of  Directors  to  fill  out  the  unexpired 
term  of  Mrs.  Lillian  Russell  Moore  (deceased). 

Mr.  Lewis  H.  Carris,  Managing  Director  of  the  National  Committee  on 
the  Prevention  of  BIindne.‘‘s,  was  present  at  our  last  annual  meeting  and  it 
was  thought  at  that  time  that  a campaign  for  the  prevention  of  blindness 
and  consei-vation  of  vision  might  be  launched  during  the  spring.  Nothing 
was  accomplished,  however,  moi'e  than  the  regular  routine  of  our  prevention 
of  blindness  department  until  December;  when  the  National  Committee  on 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  cooperating  with  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  conducted  in  connection  with  Pittsburgh’s  Week  for  the  Blind,  a 
vigorous  and  effective  sight-saving  campaign.  Mr.  Carris,  above  mentioned, 
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made  many  uddre.sses  on  prevention  of  blindness  and  con.sei-vation  of  vision 
and  there  was  an  e.xcellent  e.xhibition  of  charts  and  prevention  apparatus 
at  the  Wabash  Building;  durinjj  the  entire  week. 

Pittsburgh’s  First  Week  for  the  Blind,  though  not  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  your  Board  of  Directors,  was  inaugurated  with  the  approval  of 
your  Board  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind.  This  Week  for  the  Blind,  which  was  the 
happiest  and  most  effective  e.xhibition  of  work  for  the  blind  ever  held  in  this 
State,  was  planned  and  carried  out  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Charles  B. 
Hayes,  Director  of  Information  and  Publicity  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind.  So  successful  was  this  enterprise  in  awakening  the  public  of 
Pittsburgh  and  vicinity  to  a just  conception  of  the  blind  and  their  work  that 
we  confidently  hope  it  will  become  an  annual  event. 

Although  your  Board  made  application  last  winter  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  for  an  appi-opriation  of  .$30,000  a year  for  two  years  to 
enable  it  to  conduct  the  work  of  the  Association,  the  legislative  assembly 
cut  this  request  to  the  sum  of  $6,750  a year  for  two  years,  which  was  the 
amount  we  were  then  receiving  from  the  State,  and  the  Governor  cut  this 
again  to  $5,000  a year  for  two  years,  leaving  your  Board  more  handicapped 
than  ever  for  funds  with  which  to  prosecute  the  work.  Notwithstanding  this 
reduction  in  the  State’s  appropriation  to  the  Association,  your  Board  thought 
it  wise  to  make  no  reduction  in  the  amount  allowed  our  Lackawanna,  Wilkes- 
Barre,  and  Dauphin  County  Branches  from  our  State  funds,  deeming  it  better 
to  retrench  in  some  other  direction.  While  speaking  of  funds,  it  should  be 
stated  that  the  work  of  the  Association  has  so  grown  and  expanded  in  all  its 
branches  as  to  require  for  the  proper  handling  of  its  business  several  thou- 
sand dollars  more  to  enable  us  to  carry  the  quantity  and  variety  of  raw 
material  essential,  and  your  Board  of  Directors  accordingly  will  have  to  face 
the  problem  of  securing  additional  funds  within  the  near  future. 

At  the  regular  September  meeting  of  the  Board,  a Committee  on  General 
State  Employment  was  created  to  deal  with  the  question  of  finding  employ- 
ment for  blind  persons  whose  ca.ses  do  not  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Association,  of  which  committee  Mr.  B.  S.  Joice 
was  appointed  chairman. 

At  the  regular  December  meeting  of  the  Board,  the  Chair  named  Mr. 
James  McA.  Duncan,  Mrs.  D.  T.  Jonas  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Mulhattan  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations  to  bring  into  this  meeting  names  of  persons  suitable 
for  election  to  membership  on  your  Board  of  Directors  to  fill  the  vacancies 
resulting  from  the  expiring  terms  of  Messrs.  Frank  Wilbur  Main,  John  E. 
Potter,  Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander,  Rev.  Edwin  J.  van 
Etten  ,and  Col.  L.  A.  Watres. 

With  sincere  appreciation  of  the  opportunity  to  .seiwe  you  to  the  extent 
of  the  time  and  ability  which  have  been  available,  I remain, 

EDWIN  J.  VAN  ETTEN, 

Pi'esident. 


HENRY  RANDOLPH  LATIMER,  Ph.B  , EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

Installed  October  1,  1921 


Henry  Randolph  Latimer,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind,  comes  of  a well-known  Southei'n  Maryland  family.  He 
is  a relative  of  the  late  historian  and  novelist.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wormley  Lati- 
mer, and  a cousin  of  Rear  Admiral  .lulian  Lane  Latimer,  Judge  Advocate 
General  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  local  country  school;  but,  owing  to  his 
defective  vision,  he  was  sent  away,  at  the  age  of  ten,  to  the  Maryland  School 
for  the  Blind  in  Baltimore.  His  standing  here  among  his  schoolmates  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that,  for  two  years,  he  was  president  of  their  voluntary 
organization,  known  as  the  Henry  Clay  Debating  Society;  while  his  standing 
with  the  faculty  may  be  judged  from  the  further  fact  that,  during  his  last 
term,  he  served  as  director  of  the  regular  school  orchestra,  consisting  of 
twenty  instruments.  Upon  his  graduation,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  was 
employed  as  a teacher  in  the  school;  where,  during  the  following  twenty  years. 
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he  gave  instruction  in  practically  every  department,  filling  the  post  of  librarian, 
and  taking  his  mea.sure  of  respon.sibility  for  the  daily  discipline  of  the  students. 
During  these  early  teaching  days,  in  addition  to  his  regular  school  duties,  he 
took  a college  cour.se  which  led,  in  1899,  to  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  The  following 
summer  he  spent  at  Harvard  University,  taking  courses  in  the  theory  and 
history  of  education.  During  the  ten  years  prior  to  his  coming  to  Pitts- 
burgh he  was  Head  Teacher  of  the  Maryland  School  for  the  Blind,  and,  as 
such,  became  well  known  among  the  educators  of  the  blind  in  this  country. 

Before  1921  Mr.  Latimer  was  probably  best  known  in  relation  to  his  activ- 
ity as  a member  of  the  Uniform  Type  Committee,  and  of  its  successor,  the 
Commission  on  Uniform  Type  for  the  Blind.  The  purpose  of  these  expert  bodies 
was  to  secure  the  adoption  of  one  system  of  tangible  reading  and  writing  for 
the  blind  of  the  English-speaking  world.  In  1914,  he,  with  others  of  the 
Uniform  Type  Committee,  visited  Great  Britain  in  the  interest  of  this  cause. 
He  sei-ved  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Commission  on  Uniform  Type  for 
the  Blind  until  the  main  purpose  for  which  the  Commission  had  been  created 
was  accomplished,  and  its  remaining  work  turned  over,  in  June,  1923,  to  the 
.American  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 

In  1908,  Mr.  Latimer  was  instrumental  in  organizing  both  the  Associated 
Blind  Men  of  Maryland  and  the  Maryland  Association  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind,  sei-ving  for  several  years  as  President  of  the  foiTner  organization 
and  as  Vice-President  of  the  latter.  For  two  terms,  1919  to  1923,  he  served 
as  President  of  the  American  Association  of  Woi'kers  for  the  Blind,  an  organ- 
ization representative  of  every  interest  of  the  blind  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  During  his  presidency  this  Association  provided  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a countrywide  organization,  known  as  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  and  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  which,  in  September, 
1921,  incorporated  the  Foundation,  an  organization  which  is  destined  to  be- 
come invaluable  in  the  work  for  the  blind  of  America.  He  was  prevailed  upon 
by  the  tnistees  of  the  Foundation  to  accept  the  temporary  Director-General- 
ship, which  office  he  held,  in  connection  with  his  other  work,  until  December 
31,  1922,  when,  upon  the  appointment  of  a permanent  Director  General,  he 
was  made  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Foundation.  In  May, 
1923,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Board  of  Corporators  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind,  Pittsburgh.  In  February,  1924,  he  was 
named  by  Governor  Pinchot  a member  of  the  State  Commission  to  study 
conditions  relating  to  blind  persons  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  1905,  Mr.  Latimer  planned  and  supervised  the  building  of  an  attractive 
six  room  house  in  the  town  of  Hyattsville,  Md.,  which  was  rented  even  before 
it  was  finished,  and  which  afterwards  sold  to  considerable  advantage.  Not- 
withstanding this  tendency  toward  the  practical,  a volume  of  verse  appeared 
over  his  name  in  1907,  entitled,  “Virginia  Dare  and  Other  Poems,”  which  ran 
rapidly  through  two  editions. 

In  1911,  Mr.  Latimer  married  Miss  Jane  Byrd  Page,  a member  of  the  old 
Virginia  family  of  that  name.  Mrs.  Latimer  is  a sister  of  George  W.  and 
William  C.  Page,  prominent  in  the  banking  world  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  a 
cousin  of  the  well-known  writer,  the  late  Thomas  Nelson  Page,  United  States 
-Ambassador  to  Italy  during  the  recent  World  War. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 


1.  A Word  of  Appreciation; 

In  presenting  his  annual  repoi't,  the  Executive  Secretary  desires,  fir.st  of 
all,  to  corroborate  most  heartily,  every  expression  of  thanks  and  appreciation 
already  tendered  by  our  President,  and  then  to  emphasize  his  own  appreciation 
of  the  indulgent  and  helpful  manner  in  which  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
Officers  of  the  Association  have  condoned  his  many  short-comings  and 
applauded  his  meager  success.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  for  him  to  know 
personally  every  one  of  the  hundreds  of  friends  who  have  contributed  in  .some 
degree  toward  the  work  of  our  Association,  either  as  members  of  the  Asso- 
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elation,  as  members  of  clubs  assisting:  the  Association,  as  members  of  com- 
mittees operating  the  Association  branches,  or  as  disinterested  individuals: 
nevertheless,  whether  you  are  or  are  not  known  personally  to  the  Executive 
Secretary,  his  sincerest  gratitude  goes  out  to  you  for  the  generous  and  willing 
service  you  have  rendered  during  the  year.  His  sincerest  thanks  are  also 
extended  to  every  one  of  his  co-workers  and  employees  in  connection  with  each 
of  the  .Association’s  branches  for  the  faithful  and  loyal  seiwices  rendered; 
and  to  the  many  blind  men  and  women  whom,  through  the  good  offices  of  the 
.Association,  he  has  endeavored  to  serve,  goes  out  his  purposeful  wish  that 
the  coming  year  will  bring  to  them  and  to  many  other  blind  people  of  our 
State  greater  blessing  than  has  crowned  the  year  just  passed. 

2.  Social  Service: 

Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander,  charter  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind, 
Inc.,  and  First  Vice-President  since  1910,  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Board  from 
the  beginning.  There  is  no  phase  of  work 
for  the  blind  in  which  she  is  not  deeply  in- 
terested, and  she  has  been  a prominent  figure 
for  many  years  in  the  Congress  of  Women’s 
Clubs  and  in  the  State  Federation.  As  chair- 
man of  the  Social  Service  Committee  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  she 
has  done  exceptionally  good  work,  and  accord- 
ingly it  gives  us  great  pleasure  and  gratifica- 
tion to  report  on  behalf  of  this  Committee 
rather  more  than  the  usual  number  of  enter- 
tainments, outings  and  dinners  gpven  the  blind 
connected  with  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop.  The 
Committee’s  annual  turkey  dinner  of  February 
1,  1923,  the  Dimling  saurkraut  dinner  of 
March  14,  the  Hallowe’en  Party,  and  the 
Christmas  Party  of  December  22nd,  were  out- 
MRS.  MOSES  RUSLANDERstanding  occasions  among  these  events;  while 

the  annual  picnic  held  in  the  bridle  path  shel- 
Charter  Member  of  the  Penn- ter  house,  Schenley  Park,  extended  the  hospi- 
sylvania  As.sociation  for  tality  of  the  Association  beyond  those  em- 
the  Blind,  Inc.  ployed  in  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  proper, 

to  all  the  blind  of  Western  Pennsylvania  who 

cared  to  attend  the  festivities. 

The  ladies  and  friends  interested  in  the  .Association’s  other  branches  at 
Scranton,  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Harrisburg,  have  likewise  made  merry  for  our 
blind  people  in  these  sections  of  the  State,  and  have,  in  many  ways,  adminis- 
tered to  their  comforts.  Through  the  activities  of  the  Social  Service  Com- 
mittee, the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  in  particular  has  been  indirectly  the  recipient 
of  several  gifts  each  year  which  do  not  pass  through  the  books  of  the  com- 
mittee itself.  The  most  notable  among  such  gifts  for  1923  were:  a pianola 
presented  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Shingley;  a Christmas  present  of  $5.00  from  Moore, 
Leonard  & Lynch  to  every  blind  person  employed  in  the  Pittsburgh  Work.shop 
proper;  a liberal  Christmas  basket  to  each  of  these  same  people  from  Mr. 
Samuel  Grenet;  and  a sweater  or  an  umbrella  from  the  Syria  Temnle  to  every 
blind  person  connected  in  any  way  with  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the 
Blind.  The  Syria  Temple  also  gave  a donation  of  $100  for  special  Christmas 
cheer  to  all  those  employed  in  the  shop,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
expended  on  a turkey  dinner  given  on  January  3,  1924,  the  remaining  money 
being  held  in  reserve  as  a fund  for  more  urgent  purposes. 

The  Committee  has  replaced  our  old  square  piano  with  an  upright,  much 
more  satisfactory  and  suitable  for  entertaining  purposes,  and  the  reading 
sub-committee  has  done  its  u.sual  excellent  noon-day  entertainment  through- 
out the  year. 

A Rummage  Sale  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  committee  during 
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October  from  which,  including  $200 
donated  by  Syria  Temple  and  $100  by 
Col.  .1.  M.  Schoonmaker,  was  realized 
the  sum  of  $1,000.  This  sum  will  in- 
sure fund  for  the  work  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the  coming  year.  The  com- 
mittee has  made  its  usual  donation 
of  coal,  wood,  clothing,  etc.,  to  needy 
blind  persons  and  has  afforded  enter- 
tainment to  the  blind  shut-ins  at  the 
city  hospital. 

3.  Prevention  of  Blindness: 

In  behalf  of  our  Committee  on  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness,  of  which  Dr. 
W.  W.  Blair  is  chairman,  we  take 
pleasure  in  submitting  the  following 
report : 

Of  all  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,  none  is  more  important  than 
that  of  preventing  blindness.  In  one 
sense  this  work  is  more  important 
than  any  other  performed  by  the  As- 
sociation, for  in  proportion  as  blind- 
ness is  prevented,  all  our  other  work 
is  rendered  wholly  unnecessary.  Few 
people,  however,  fully  realize  the 
measure  of  relief  which  this  depart- 
ment, inadequate  as  it  is  to  the  field 
to  be  covered,  brings  to  poor  suffer- 
ing humanity. 


MRS.  FANNIE  TELFORD, 
Rochester,  Pa. 


DR.  W.  W.  BLAIR 


For  example,  Mrs.  Fannie  Telford, 
of  Rochester,  Pa.,  is  an  outstanding 
case  among  persons  with  eye  trouble 
referred  to  us  during  tbe  year.  Mrs. 
Telford  is  a very  needy  woman  living 
with  her  son  who  is  almost  as  needy 
and  who  has  four  childi'en  to  support 
and  educate.  She  was  referred  to  us  by 
the  minister  of  the  local  Free  Methodist 
Church  and  we  had  her  case  diagnosed 
at  once.  Finding  that  her  sight  could 
probably  be  practically  restored  by  an 
operation  for  CATARACT,  we  secured 
a free  bed  for  ber  at  the  Eye  and  Ear 
Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  whei'e  she  was  suc- 
cessfully operated  upon,  after  which  we 
supplied  her  with  the  necessary  glasses 
which  insure  her  very  good  vision.  This 
is  a fair  example  of  many  instances 
where,  due  to  a lack  of  information,  to 
poverty,  or  to  prejudice,  human  beings 
go  on  suffering  unnecessary  handicap 
unless  some  agency  .such  as  our  Preven- 
tion Department  steps  in  to  bring  oppor- 
e and  adequate  relief.  When  asked 
whether  she  would  be  willing  for  us 
to  make  use  of  her  case  in  our  effort  to 
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prevent  blindness,  Mrs.  Telford  said  she  is  so  grateful  for  what  has  *?een  do^ 
for  her  that  .she  would  be  glad  to  do  anything  that  might  bring  a like  bless- 
ing to  someone  else  with  trouble  .similar  to  her  whioVi  would 

The  case  of  Walter  Baker  is,  according  to  the  oculist,  one  which 
very  probably  have  resulted  in  total  blindness,  but  for 

v ' vention  of  our  Prevention  Uepaitment. 

Walter’s  mother  supports,  by  day  work, 
a semi-invalid  husband  and  three  chil- 
dren. At  the  time  we  took  charge  ot 
the  bov  he  was  recovering  from  the 
measles'  and  his  eyes  were  both  swollen 
shut.  After  proper  diagnosis  at  a free 
dispensary  and  a few  days  of  properly 
supeiwised  treatment,  all  danger  of 
blindness  was  entirely  removed  and 
Walter’s  “bright  eyes”  are  still  shining. 
Moreover,  Mrs.  Baker  is  unusually  ap- 
preciative of  the  service  which  has  been 
rendered  in  Walter’s  case  and  is  glad 
to  know  that  the  publication  of  this  case 
may  save  other  little  boys  and  girls 
fi’om  going  blind  for  lack  of  proper, 
prompt  attention. 

Upwards  of  200  new  cases  of  eye 
trouble  have  been  reported  to  us  during 
the  year,  of  which  194,  together  with 
25  cases  previously  reported,  have, 
through  the  good  offices  of  our  nurse 
in  charge,  received  prompt  treatment 
from  competent  oculists,  either  in  their 
offices  or  in  leading  Pittsburgh  dispen- 
saries. Sixty  of  the  persons  thus  treated 
required  eyeglasses,  and  in  almost  every 
case  the  Association  was  called  upon  to 
bear  at  least  a portion  of  the  optician’s 
WALTER  BAKER,  Morgan,  Pa.  bill.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  induce  peo- 
Age  Six  Years  pie  with  incipient,  or  even  with  ad- 

vanced eye  trouble  to  have  their  eyes 
treated,  and  yet  such  has  been  the  persistency  of  our  nur.se  that  only  twelve 
cases  of  the  two  hundred  and  six  reported  last  year  have  failed  utterly  to 
appear  for  treatment,  the  majority  of  these  living  in  sections  remote  from 
dispensaries.  To  accomplish  the  results  mentioned,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  visits  have  been  made  to  the  homes  of  these  patients  and  four  hundred 
and  forty-six  visits  to  offices  of  oculists,  hospitals,  dispensaries  and  opticians. 
When  it  is  considered  that  these  visits  are  all  made  by  our  one  nurse  and  that, 
in  addition  to  receiving  a majority  of  her  patients  at  least  once  in  her  own 
office  at  the  Association  headquarters,  she  keeps  her  own  charts  and  records, 
one  may  be  pardoned  for  indulging  in  a little  innocent  speculation  regarding 
the  boon  which  one  such  additional  nurse  to  each  of  our  other  three  branches 
would  bring  to  hundreds  now  suffering  with  their  eyes,  yes,  and  going  blind 
for  the  want  of  such  service. 

The  following  is  the  technical  diagnosis  of  the  cases  handled  by  our  de- 
partment during  1923: 

No.  of  cases  on  file 

No.  of  new  cases  reported  during  the  year 206 

No.  of  new  cases  treated  during  the  year 194 

No.  of  old  cases  treated  during  the  year 25 

No.  of  cases  closed  temporarily  during  the  year 100 

No.  of  cases  reinstated  during  the  year 50 

No.  of  visits  to  homes  during  the  year 261 

No.  of  visits  to  doctors’  offices  and  dispensai'ies 446 

No.  of  cases  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  death,  removal  and 

permanent  blindness  0 
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DIAGNOSIS  OF  NEW  CASES 


Phylctinular  Keratitis  6 

Interstitial  Keratitis  4 

Myopia  (high  ) 10 

Chorea  1 

Choroiditis  (Congenital)  2 

Dacryocystitis  2 

Esotropia  1 

Iritis  3 

Conjunctivitis  2 

Cataracts  3 

Convergent  Strabismus 5 

Optic  Atrophy  4 

Incurable  Blindness  8 

Refractions  60 


The  majority  of  our  patients  this  year  were  able  to  pay  a small  portion 
of  the  cost  of  the  work.  There  is  still  a greater  number  of  needy  cases  than 
there  should  be  under  proper  educational,  social,  and  industrial  conditions, 
and  a far  greater  number  than  can  be  adequately  handled  by  our  Prevention 
Department  working  under  its  present  limitations. 

Thanks  to  the  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Pocahontas 
Women’s  Club  of  Pitt.sburgh,  of  which  Mrs.  J.  G.  Lewis,  member  of  our  Board 
of  Directors,  is  President,  we  are  to  have,  from  this  club  a donation  of  $1,000 
to  devote  to  the  prevention  of  blindness.  This  will  undoubtedly  save  the  sight 
of  many  persons  who  would  otherwise  go  blind  during  the  coming  year  and 
will  accordingly  prevent  much  unnecessary  suffering,  at  the  same  time  that 

it  will  save  the  State  and  community 
many  thousands  of  dollars  in  the  form  of 
economic  efficiency. 

Our  President,  in  his  annual  message, 
has  referred  to  the  campaign  conducted 
by  the  National  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  in  connection  with 
Pittsburgh’s  First  Week  for  the  Blind, 
and  we  sincerely  trust  that  a similar 
campaign  will  be  waged  every  year,  and 
that  1924  will  witness  much  greater  ac- 
tivity in  the  prevention  of  blindness  than 
has  taken  place  during  the  twelve  months 
just  past. 

The  following  extract  from  a letter 
received  from  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Cards,  Man- 
aging Director  of  the  National  Com- 
mittee for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
in  connection  with  Pittsburgh’s  Week  for 
the  Blind,  will  be  of  interest  in  this  con- 
nection : 

“Your  Association  kept  to  the  front, 
at  all  times,  the  fact  that  much  blindness 
could  be  prevented.  That  part  of  the 
exhibition  devoted  to  sight  conservation 
was  admirably  selected  and  seiwed  its 
purpose  vei"y  effectively.  More  impor- 
tant than  this,  however,  was  the  pub- 
licity which  you  gave  to  the  possibilities 
of  prevention  through  the  public  press. 
“I  am  especially  appreciative  of  the 
Managing  Director  National  Com-  opportunity  which  you  gave  me  as  repre- 
mittee  for  the  Prevention  senting  the  National  Committee  for  the 
of  Blindness  Prevention  of  Blindness  to  speak  to  rep- 
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vesentative  audiences  in  the  city  during  the  week.  The  chairman  of  the  special 
Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Lewis,  together  with  her 
able  assistant,  Mis.s  Lyde  Kerr  Wilson,  ari’anged  a series  of  fifteen  speaking 
engagements  at  which  I had  the  opportunity  of  speaking  to  over  5,000  people, 
not  including  those  reached  by  the  radio  talk  given  at  Station  KDKA. 

“Altogether,  I leel  that  you  and  youi'  associates  are  to  be  heartily  congratu- 
lated on  the  success  of  the  entire  effort.” 

While  in  Pittsburgh  Mr.  Carris  delivered  the  following  talk  by  radio; 

WHAT  YOUR  EYES  ARE  WORTH  TO  YOU 

Prepared  by  Lewis  11.  Carris  for  Radio  Station  K.D.K.A. 

December  11,  1923 


This  is  Pittsburgh’s  W’eek  for  the  Blind.  Every  afternoon  and  evening 
the  wonderful  accomplishments  of  the  blind  at  the 
exhibition  held  in  W’abash  Station.  Knitting  and  fancy  needlework  that  many 
a clear-eyed  girl  would  be  proud  to  call  her  own.  Handicraft  work,  skillfully 
accomplished  by  men,  the  light  of  whose  eyes  is  gone  forever.  At  this  e.xhibi- 
tion  you  can  see  what  can  be  accomplished  in  spite  of  blindness;  how  boys 
and  girls  are  educated  and  trained  for  a vocation  at  the  W'estern  Pennsyl- 
vania School  for  the  Blind,  and  how  men  and  women  blinded  in  adult  life 
learn  to  carry  on,  through  the  agency  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for 
the  Blind,  whose  headquarters  are  at  4.34  Second  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  and  which 
organization  has  branches  at  Scranton,  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Harrisburg. 

The  entertainment  and  exhibition  are  for  educational  purposes,  and 
Pittsburgh  s Week  tor  the  Blind  is  in  no  sense  a financial  campaign.  Ad- 
mission i.s  tree,  and  many  thousands  of  Pittsburghers  will  see  and  will  appre- 
ciate what  IS  being  done  through  organized  effort  to  help  a most  deserving 
part  of  our  population — the  blind — not  help  which  is  charitable  in  its  nature, 
but  help  which  teaches  the  blind  to  help  themselves  to  become  productive 
woikers,  and  to  ailjust  themselves  to  a world  without  sunlight,  without  green 
trees,  and  without  printed  paper. 

If  you  can  possibly  visit  this  exhibition  you  will  be  amply  repaid.  Will 

Wah^^s'iri'tnl®  °^  ™.y  'rearers  who  live  at  too  great  a distance  to  come  to  the 
Vabash  Station  think  for  a few  minutes  what  it  means  to  be  blind  and  be- 

maTheln''thVhH®^^^^^  their  own  communities,  in  any  welfare  work  which 

may  nelp  the  blind  to  improve  their  own  condition’ 

ni:  P^*^tsburgh’s  Week  for  the  Blind  does  not  deal  with  the 

blind  It  IS  my  mission  to  preach  at  the  time  this  exhibition  is  in  progress 
Tndpfr^tl  the  Prevention  of  Blindne.ss,  and  the  Conseiwation  of  vfsion. 
!;^ik‘in'Sev°S  themselves  actively  at 

drpri?pf  indeed  to  consider  that  one-half  of  the  hun- 

itast  h df^of 'thp"  Imn  b^pT^^  "eedlessly  blind,  and  that  at 

lea.st  halt  ot  the  bundled  thousand  blind  in  our  country  need  not  have  lost 

nip  pf 0"^,«p«led  solely  as  the  act  of  God,  blindness  is  now  i^cog- 
nized  as  an  avoidable  calamity  resulting:  from  natural  rather  than  suner 

Thlir  controllable  and  therefore  preventable 

There  rests  upon  society  the  responsibility  for  attacking  blindness  at  its 

adequate  resourfes,  the  best  scien- 
R 1 "'-sanization,  and  intelligent  leadership. 

p,rpp^  ^ though  we  were  face  to  face.  What  are  vour 

npntnT°‘^^  hi-own-oyed  or  blue-eyed  girl  or  boy?  Father,  what  com- 

an  adequate  return  for  even  one  of  your  eves’  It  is 
ndiculous  to  think  of  the  price  of  an  eye,  yet  dav  bv  dav  some  of  vou  who 

fuUy  slab  Vric^® 

P*]ccautions  can  you  and  I take  to  avoid  the  calamity  of  blindness  ’ • 
^.ssV'blincr’^”"^  generation  may  havl  no  one  neel 

or  davl'^aftei'^therhlvtll®  rII-''''-  "-’tliin  a few  hours 

flays  attei  then  hiith.  Babies’  sore  eyes,  the  cause  of  so  much  blindness. 
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HE  TOOK  A CHANCE 


200.000  EYE  ACCIDENTS 

occur  in  United  States' 
industries  every  year, 
largely  because 

Some  People  Take  Chances 


DONT 

TRUST  YOUR  EYESIGHT 
TO  YOUR  NEIGHBOR 

Me  nv.»>  <ii*t  thy  Dirt  »>r  Ohp  Out.  hm  lu-  -.iKo  m;>y 
Stan  Infection  from  his 

Soiled  Hands,  Handkerchief. 
Dirty  Match  or  Toothpick 

niKN  l•t^^  \M  in  sUTs  \M)  (IIP 
I \t  !»•  t,(JM 

Ihuil.  (itipa.  ric.  hi-  ri'ai'».ia  uiil>  li)  viini-  >>i\i  mIici  ki)ow» 

h(i».  Minv  ci'niiuiiK-A  4 or  Siir^ 

Ui  Mil  Miloit. 


ACCIDENTS 


FROM  THESE  CAUSES  ARE 
PREVENTABLE 


% 


i'lvliiti or  >plM«lnnit  i 
of  Molitn  MkmI  ^ 


Uin  from  Chii 
(dMinus  atiil  Iriiii 
t MPK  Hutfinxl  Ti- 


Goggles-or  Blindness 


t nproirvfrtt 
Fnii-i)  Wtiivli 


Iniutlmii  l.ichi  K.iia 
mil  Intcnv  Hi-ji 
fi»n>  inch 
■|  <’ni|*cMHif<-  Wi-Jiliofl 


flor  Wrii«T  c>r 
l)roki-n 
from  HutMiiiit 


USE  YOUR  GOGGLES,  HELME  TS 
AND  OTHER  SAFEGUARDS 
AND  PREVENT  EYE  ACCIDENTS 


N oil  can  soon  g:ct  used  to(jo.«:j»;lcs 

hilt 

ain't  (ret  used  to  Blindness 


Photograph  of  Charts  Exhibited  in  Various  Mills  and  Factories  Illustrating 
Causes  of  Industrial  Blindness 


can  be  quickly  cured  by  immediate,  reliable  medical  sei-vice.  Better  still, 
they  can  usually  be  avoided  by  the  use  of  a proper  prophylactic  at  birth. 
Neglect  of  babies’  eyes  at  birth  is  a re.sponsibility  which  no  father  or  mother 
should  bear.  Have  drops  u.sed  at  birth.  Secure  medical  service  if  sore  eyes 
come.  Home  remedies  will  not  suffice. 
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Second:  Avoid  contagiou.s  eye  disease.s.  Much  blindness  that  could  be 

avoided  is  the  I'esult  of  contagious  eye  diseases,  .such  as  trachoma.  Cleanli- 
ness of  person  is  a safeguard  against  contagion.  Avoid  the  use  of  the  common 
towel,  handkerchief,  or  wash  basin.  If,  however,  you  are  unfortunate  enough 
to  contract  an  eye  disease,  secure  proper  medical  attention  at  any  individual 
cost  and  persist  in  treatment  until  a cure  is  certain.  Eye  diseases  may  lead 
to  blindness;  treated  early  they  may  usually  be  cured.  , , , 

Third:  Give  special  attention  to  the  care  of  the  eyes  of  children  during 

and  after  illness.  Neglect  or  abuse  of  the  eyes  when  recovering  from  measles, 
diphtheria,  or  other  children’s  diseases,  often  leads  to  blindness. 

Fourth:  Take  every  precaution  to  avoid  loss  of  sight  from^  accident. 

Modern  industry  has  greatly  multiplied  the  chances  of  loss  of  sight  from 
accident.  On  the  other  hand,  many  safeguards  have  been  developed  which,  if 
used,  will  reduce  the  eye  hazards  to  a minimum.  Most  of  the  States  require 
proper  protection  for  the  eyes  of  industrial  workers.  ^ Employers  are  recjuiied 
bv  law  to  provide  safeguards.  Unfortunately,  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to 
get  them  u.sed.  If  you  work  at  a hazardous  occupation,  wear  goggles,  even 
at  some  personal  discomfort.  If  you  wear  goggles,  the  chances  are  good 
that  you  won’t  have  to  wear  a glass  eye. 

In  this  connection  let  me  warn  you  against  the  jack-knife  doctor,  the 
fellow-workmen  who  is  willing  to  remove  a piece  of  steel  frorn  your  eye  with 
his  knife  or  some  equally  improper  instrument.  _ Don’t  submit  to  hid  minis- 
trations. Go  to  the  company  doctor  or  nurse,  if  they  are  provided;  other- 
wise, secure  competent  service  elsewhere.  An  eye  accident  must  not  be 
neglected. 

In  my  office  in  New  York  we  are  collecting  some  statistics  concemin"- 
eye  accidents.  We  have  the  records  of  about  thirteen  hundred  cases  collected 
during  the  past  four  months.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  cases 
of  accidents  happened  to  Pennsylvanians;  fifty  of  these  were  reported  for 
November.  Ten  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-two  were  reported  as  blinded, 
and  ten  others  possibly  will  be  blind.  Twenty-nine  lo.st  one  eye.  Sixty-seven 
of  these  accidents  were  industrial;  twenty-seven  of  them  happened  to  children. 

Fifth:  Consei-ve  your  eyesight.  Blindness  is  a erlative  term.  Besides 

the  hundred  thousand  totally  blind,  there  are  many  times  that  number  who 
have  suffered  so  much  loss  of  sight  as  to  be  handicapped  in  their  occupa- 
tions. Modern  life  requires  such  a close  application  of  the  eyes  that  there 
is  consequent  eye-strain  which  leads  to  partial  loss  of  sight.  You  have  an 
individual  responsibility  for  seeing  to  it  that  you  work  under  conditions 
that  necessitate  as  little  eye-strain  as  possible;  that  you  have  good  light, 
both  natural  and  artificial;  that  the  light  is  adequate  and  provides  proper 
illumination  where  the  work  is  to  be  done.  Employers  have  the  added  respon- 
sibility of  providing  proper  illumination;  school  boards,  that  school  build- 
ings are  properly  lighted. 

Sixth:  Wear  glasses  to  correct  sight,  if  necessary.  Modern  science  pro- 

vides an  aid  to  nature  to  overcome  some  eye  defects.  Your  eyes  work  like 
cameras  with  an  automatic  focusing  of  the  pictui’e  upon  the  retina.  There 
are  many  reasons  why  the  eye  in  individual  cases  may  cease  to  present  a 
clear  picture  to  the  brain.  Such  eye  defects,  if  uncorrected,  may  bring  about 
headaches,  stomach  sickness,  and  other  body  discomforts.  If  your  eyes  are 
giving  you  trouble  consult  a competent  eye  specialist  who  can  measure  ac- 
curately your  eye  defects  and  prescribe  properly  fitting  glasses.  Do  not 
attempt  to  pick  out  glasses  for  yourself.  You  may  aggravate  your  trouble. 

As  we  reach  middle  life,  rrfost  of  us  lose  some  of  our  powers  of  sight, 
and  if  we  are  to  continue  to  do  effective  work  we  must  wear  glasses.  Prop- 
erly fitted  glasses  may  prolong  our  effective  working  life  for  years. 

Finally:  We  must  learn  to  care  for  our  eyes  as  we  have  learned  to  care  for 
our  teeth.  We  must  realize  that  our  eyes  ai'e  our  most  precious  possessions, 
that  their  u.sefulness  can  be  prolonged  by  care,  that  early  attention  may 
prevent  blindness,  that  we  should  avoid  eye-strain,  accident  and  disease.  By 
a concerted  effort,  we  can  reduce  the  amount  of  blindness,  and  can  make  this 
a happier  and  better  world  in  which  to  live. 

The  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  wants  to  help  the  citizens 
of  this  City  and  State  who  are  in  danger  of  losing  their  sight.  If  you  or 
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anyone  you  know  wants  advice  or  help,  call  or  write  the  Association  at  its 
headquarters  at  434  Second  Avenue.  Phone  Court  2348.  If  you  live  at  some 
distance  from  Pittsburprh,  write  to  the  National  Committee  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness,  130  E.  22nd.  Street.  New  York  City.  The  National  Com- 
mittee for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  spreads  the  gospel  of  the  conseiwation 
of  sight.  It  wants  to  impress  upon  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  this 
great  land,  his  individual  responsibility  for  the  care  of  his  own  eyes  and  the 
eyes  of  his  associates. 

4.  Temporary  Commission  for  the  Blind: 

The  Pennsylvania  Council  for  the  Blind,  an  unofficial  group  of  the  e.xecu- 
tives  of  the  various  organizations  for  the  blind  in  the  State,  was  instrumental, 
with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Ellen  C.  Potter,  commissioner  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Welfare,  and  State  Senator  Henry  E.  Lanius,  himself  blind,  in 
getting  a bill  through  the  last  legislature  creating  a temporary  commission 
entitled,  “An  act  for  the  appointment  of  a commission  to  study  conditions 
relating  to  blind  persons  in  Pennsylvania.”  It  is  confidently  expected  that 
this  commission  will  be  able  to  make  such  recommendations  to  the  Governor 
and  the  coming  Legi.slative  Assembly  as,  if  enacted  into  law,  will  greatly 
advance  the  interests  of  the  blind  in  Pennsylvania. 

.5.  Piano  Tuning  and  Occupational  Placement: 

The  accompanying  picture  shows,  on  the  left,  our  tuning  solicitor,  Guy 
H.  Nickeson,  who,  if  given  a chance,  guarantees  to  convince  the  most  skeptical, 
that  the  blind  can  tune  and  repair  pianos  as  satisfactorily  as  is  done  by  sighted 
workmen.  The  man  in  the  middle  is  one  of  our  efficient  tuners,  and  the  man 
on  the  right  is  another  repairing  a piano. 


Our  readers  are  earnestly  requested  not  to  look  upon  this  picture  as  a 
curiosity,  but  to  regard  it  as  a definite  appeal  to  place  their  orders  for  piano 
tuning  and  repairing  with  the  Association,  which  turns  the  work  over,  without 
charge,  to  capable  blind  workmen,  at  the  same  time  that  it  guarantees  the 
excellence  of  their  work  to  the  customer. 

During  the  year  past  our  .solicior  has  been  persistently  building  up  this 
department  and  ten  blind  piano  tuners  have  received  more  or  less  business 
through  our  office.  The  total  amount  paid  them,  apart  from  the  salaries  of 
two  men  for  whom  we  secured  positions  in  department  .stores  was  only 
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S1507.00.  In  order  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  this  departrnent,  we  shall 
soon  be  compelled  to  employ  our  solicitor  on  full  time  instead  of  for  two  days 

pel  \TOek  that  six  Pittsburgh  music  stores  regularly  employ 

blind  piano  tuners  wbo  secured  their  positions  without  aid  from  our  Association, 
a fact  wholly  gratifying  to  us.  Since  the  returns  from  our  soliciting  depart- 
ment go  entirely  to  the  tuners,  the  overhead,  or  cost  of  operation  must  be 
borne  by  the  Association.  This  brings  us  to  another  line  of  work  lor  the 
blind  which  likewise  requires  that  the  entire  overhead  be  borne  by  the  operating 


Individual  blind  persons  are  capable  of  filling  rnany  positions  other  than 
that  of  piano  tuning  in  the  professional  and  industrial  world  usually  beld  by 
sighted  people,  if  only  those  having  the  gift  of  such  positions  can  be  induced 
to  afford  tbe  blind  the  opportunity.  To  locate  such  positions,  to  select  and  have 
trained  the  right  blind  persons  to  fill  them,  and  to  induce  the  heads  of  indus- 
tries to  give  the  blind  a fair  trial,  constitutes  the  work  of  a Placement  Agent, 
but,  just  now,  our  problem  is  first  to  find  the  means  necessary  to  finance  such 
an  agent,  and  second,  to  find  the  properly  equipped  person  for  the  job. 


MR.  STEVENS  USING  TELEPHONE  AND  DICTAPHONE 

Mr.  Wesley  Stevens  is  here  shown  operating  our  office  telephone  switch- 
board and  taking  down  tbe  message  in  Braille,  the  embossed  system  of 
writing  used  by  the  blind.  The  Braille  writing  tablet  is  seen  under  his  right 
hand.  Mr.  Stevens  is  also  our  blind  dictaphone  typist,  and  to  his  right  is  seen 
the  dictaphone  machine  from  which  he  transcribes  regularly,  the  office  corre- 
spondence upon  the  Underwood  typewriter  shown  in  the  picture.  This  young 
man  has  overcome,  completely,  his  handicap  of  blindness,  but  still  labors 
under  that  equally  serious  handicap,  known  to  workers  for  the  blind,  as  lack 
of  faith  on  the  part  of  sighted  people  in  the  ability  of  blind  people  to  do 
acceptable  and  efficient  work.  Mr.  Stevens  is  prepared  to  operate  any  pri- 
vate telephone  switchboard  what.soever,  and  would  welcome  an  opportunity 
to  demonstrate  his  ability  in  this  direction.  He  is  also  an  accurate  dicta- 
phone typist  and  is  open  to  a position  in  this  line.  There  are  upwards  of 
twenty  blind  persons  operating  telephone  switchboards  in  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, and  we  invite  any  of  our  readers  who  may  have  the  gift  of  such  posi- 
tions to  give  the  question  of  employing  a blind  operator  serious  consideration. 
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In  New  York,  Bo.ston,  Cleveland,  and  other  cities,  blind  people  are  giving 
entire  satisfaction  as  dictaphone  typists  in  business  offices,  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der with  sighted  typists,  and  we  commend  this  matter  also  to  the  earnest 
consideration  of  any  reader  of  this  article  who  may  have  such  employment 
in  charge. 

6.  Pittsburgh’s  First  Week  for  the  Blind,  under  the  Auspices  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind: 

Feeling  the  need,  long  since,  for  greater  publicity  in  our  local  work  for 
the  blind,  the  Boards  of  Directors  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for 
the  Blind  and  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  accepted  the 
offer  made  by  Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayes,  Director  of  Publicity  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  to  inaugurate  in  Pittsburgh  a “Week  for  the  Blind” 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Foundation,  similar  to  that  which  has  been  conducted 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  annually  for  the  past  nine  years. 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayes,  Director  of  Information  and  Publicity  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  Editor  of  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind, 

the  official  organ  of  the  Foundation,  is 
experienced  in  work  for  the  blind,  hav- 
ing served  the  cause  for  several  years  in 
Brooklyn  and  subsequently  as  Secretary 
of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  for 
the  Blind. 

Mr.  Hayes’  tact  and  ability  as  a 
leader  were  abundantly  proven  during 
Pittsburgh’s  First  Week  for  the  Blind, 
during  w'hich  time  he  won  the  respect 
and  friendship  of  many  Pittsburgh  peo- 
ple and  the  Foundation  is  fortunate  in 
having  at  its  command  the  services  of 
so  valuable  a man. 

The  Foundation  includes  in  its  own 
Corporate  and  Staff  officials,  several 
blind  men  who,  surmounting  the  handi- 
cap of  their  blindness,  have  become  well 
known  for  their  public  services  rendered 
both  in  the  cause  of  the  Blind  and  in 
other  activities. 

Among  such  Trustees  are  Mr.  J.  Rob- 
ei't  Atkinson,  Manager,  Universal  Braille 
Press,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Mr.  Edward 
M.  Chamberlain,  Planter,  Paeonian 
Springs,  Va , winter  residence,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.;  Mr.  H.  Randolph  Lati- 
mer, Executive  Secretary,  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  Pitts- 

MR.  CHARLES  B.  HAYES  burgh.  Pa.;  and  Mr.  Charles  W.  Lind- 
say, President,  Lindsay  Piano  Company, 
Montreal,  Canada.  Of  the  Staff  is  Mr.  Robert  B.  Irwin,  fonnerly  in  charge  of 
the  classes  for  the  Blind  and  the  Sight-Saving  classes  in  the  Public  Schools  of 
Ohio. 

More  than  twelve  thousand  six  hundred  people,  by  actual  count,  visited 
the  exhibition  of  work  done  by  the  blind,  held  in  the  Wabash  Building,  Liberty 
Avenue  and  Ferry  Street,  Pittsburgh,  December  10  to  15.  Fully  ten  thou- 
sand of  these  visitors  carried  away  with  them,  an  entirely  new  conception 
of  work  for  and  by  the  blind.  The  true  .story  of  what  the  blind  are  and  of 
what  they  really  can  do  is  being  told  to-day  in  thousands  of  Pittsburgh 
homes,  where  previously  these  very  deserving  people  were  spoken  of,  if  at 
all,  only  as  tin-cup  venders  or  prodigies. 

Pittsburgh’s  Week  for  the  Blind  consisted  of  an  exhibition  of  blind  men 
and  women,  boys  and  girls,  actually  at  work  making  mops,  brooms,  rugs, 
caning  chairs,  knitting,  sewing  by  hand  and  on  sewing  machines,  weaving 
mats,  tuning  pianos,  typewriting  from  the  dictaphone,  and  doing  all  manner 
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of  handicraft.  The  children  from  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the 
Blind,  in  addition  to  handicraft,  gave  e.xhibitions  of  school-room  work,  sucn 
as  reaclinj?  by  touch,  writing*  Braille,  working  arithmetic,  etc.  Ine 
chorus  sang  exceedingly  well  during  the  week,  and  there  were  sevei a 
exhibitions  of  fine  gymnastic  work  done  by  the  boys  and  girls,  the  wor 
done  bv  adults  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Pennsylvania  Apociation  tor 
the  Blind,  Inc.  The  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society,  and  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Blind  of  the  Carnegie  Library  had  a creditable  di^lay  ct  read- 
ing matter  for  the  blind,  and  the  National  Committee  on  the  Preverition  ot 
Blindness,  by  its  exhibit,  gave  much  timely  warning  of  the  haTigers 

to  eyesight  which  will  undoubtedly  save  many  a person  from  blindness. 

Pittsburgh’s  Week  for  the  Blind  was  NOT  a campaign  for  money,  but 
an  exceptionally  high-class  campaign  of  educational  publicity,  desired  to 
arouse  a willing  public  to  a just  and  fair  conception  of  the  needs  and  iiglrts 
of  those  of  our  citizens  handicapped  by  blindness.  Merchandise  made  by 
the  blind  was  on  sale  for  such  as  cared  to  buy,  and  upwards  of  tironty-three 
hundred  dollars  worth  of  these  articles  were  carried  away  to  show  those 
who  did  not  visit  the  exhibit  what  the  blind  can  do.  Tea  and  cake\vere  sei-ved 
at  a nominal  price,  the  proceeds  from  which  were  used  to  defray  the  expense 
of  the  enterprise. 


Pittsburgh’s  Week  for  the  Blind  was  conducted  under  the  guidance  of 
Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayes,  Director  of  Publicity  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  a national  organization  designed  to  co-operate  with  local  or- 
ganizations, to  operate  through  them,  and  to  do  such  things  for  the  blind 
as,  by  their  size  or  nature,  cannot  be  done  by  local  institutions.  The  services 
of  Mr.  Hayes  were  given  without  charge  and  the  Wabash  Building  was  lent 
free  of  cost  for  the  exhibit. 


Mrs.  William  Frew,  of  this  city,  acted  as  General  Chairman  of  Pitts- 


burgh’s First  Week  for  the  Blind, 


MRS.  WILLIAM  FREW 
General  Chairman  of  Pittsburgh’: 
Fir.st  Week  for  the  Blind 


and  the  success  of  the  enterprise  was 
largely  due  to  her  gracious  and  effi- 
cient leadership.  All  organizations  and 
clubs  of  Pittsburgh  and  vicinity  in  any 
way  connected  with  work  for  the 
blind,  brought  to  the  undertaking  even 
more  than  their  usual  interest  and  co- 
operation on  behalf  of  the  cau.se.  In 
order,  especially,  to  reach  people  not  pre- 
viously interested  in  or  informed  regard- 
ing the  blind,  the  work  was  assigned 
by  days  to  different  religious  groups. 
Monday  was  Catholic  day;  Tuesday, 
Presbyterian  and  United  Presbyterian 
day;  Wednesday,  Jewish  day;  Thurs- 
day, Episcopal  and  Lutheran  after- 
noon, Thursday  evening.  Men’s  Night; 
Friday,  Methodist  Episcopal,  Meth- 
odist Protestant,  Baptist,  Christian, 
and  Unitarian  day;  Saturday  after- 
noon, Congress  of  Women’s  Club,  and 
Satui'day  evening.  Junior  League. 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayes,  Director  of 
Publicity  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  Mr.  Bradley  S.  Joice, 
Superintendent  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania School  for  the  Blind,  and 
Mr.  H.  Randolph  Latimer,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  the  com- 
mittee promoting  the  enterprise,  have 
nothing  but  the  highest  pi-aise  and  ap- 
preciation of  the  work  of  Mrs.  Frew 
and  others  who  made  the  week  such  a 
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success.  We  are  glad  to  add  the  following  testimonial  from  a letter  received 
from  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Carri.s,  already  quoted  in  connection  with  prevention  of 
blindness: 

“I  was  particularly  impressed  with  the  wonderful  co-operation  which 
was  given  by  the  members  of  your  Association.  Such  co-operation  is  an  evi- 
dence of  progress  and  ensures  future  success. 

“It  was  gratifying  to  note  the  assistance  which  was  given  to  your  Asso- 
ciation by  the  volunteer  committees  from  the  churches  and  other  organizations 
of  the  city.  It  was  a daily  surprise'  to  find  the  activities  for  the  day  so  well 
organized  and  so  effectively  carried  out. 

“The  exhibition  itself  proved  of  great  educational  value  to  your  city. 
Many  thousands  of  your  residents  apparently  learned  for  the  first  time  of 
the  work  of  your  Association,  and  that  the  blind  could  be  made  self-support- 
ing through  education  such  as  your  Association  provides. 

“I  believe  the  Week  for  the  Blind  was  of  especial  assistance  to  the  blind 
themselves.  No  blind  person  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  exhibition  could 
have  come  away  from  the  Week,  except  with  an  increased  respect  for  his  own 
standing  in  the  community  as  a productive  citizen.” 


SCHEDULE  OF 

PITTSBURGH  WEEK  FOR  THE  BLIND 

(Under  the  Guidance  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc.) 
WABASH  STATION 
DECEMBER  10th  to  15th,  INCLUSIVE 
12  M.  to  11  P.  M. 


GENERAL  CHAIRMAN 
MRS.  WILLIAM  FREW 

HONORARY  CHAIRMEN 


MAYOR  W.  A.  MAGEE 
RT.  REV.  HUGH  C.  BOYLE 
RT.  REV.  ALEXANDER  MANN 
BISHOP  F.  J.  McCONNELL 
REV.  DR.  MAITLAND  ALEXANDER 
RABBI  S.  H.  GOLDENSON 
COL.  .1.  M.  SCHOONMAKER 
REV.  EDWIN  .J.  VAN  ETTEN 


MARCUS  AARON 

A.  L.  HUMPHREYS 

REV.  ELLIS  BURGESS 

DR.  W.  W.  BLAIR 

MRS.  MOSES  RUSLANDER 

H .C.  McELDOWNEY 

DR.  CARL  WALLACE  PETTY 

REV.  .JOHN  RAY  EWERS 


VICE-CHAIR.MEN 

MRS.  W.  B.  SCHILLER  MRS.  JOHN  C.  DILWORTH 

MRS.  F.  C.  IRISH  MRS.  D.  C.  BAKEWELL 

MRS.  ENOCH  RAUH  MRS.  J.  H.  LOCKHART 

MRS.  W.  EDGAR  REED 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


MRS.  WILLIAM  FREW,  Chairman 


MRS.  HARRY  M.  STALEY 
MRS.  CHARLES  BAILEY 
MRS.  LEE  ROSENTHAL 
MRS.  ELLIS  BURGESS 
MRS.  ROBERT  M.  GIBSON 
MRS.  G.  E.  F.  GRAY 


MRS.  EDGAR  M.  BALSINGER 

MRS.  JANE  A.  GORDON 

MRS.  C.  B.  AYLESWORTH 

MRS.  CROMWELL  F.  SKILLINGTON 

MRS.  JOHN  S.  SLOAN 

MRS.  ALFRED  G.  KAY 
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ii  THE  BLIND,  WABASH  BUILDING 


[iATION  for  the  blind,  DECEMBER  10  to  15,  102.2 
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PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE 
MRS.  MOSES  RUSLANDER,  Chairman 

INFORMATION  COMMITTEE 
MISS  LYDE  K.  WILSON,  Chairman 

ESCORT  CO.MMITTEE 
MRS.  D.  T.  JONAS,  Chairman 

CONSERVATION  AND  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  CO.MMITTEE 
MRS.  J.  G.  LEWIS,  Chairman 

READING  MATTER  FOR  THE  BLIND  CO.MMITTEE 
MISS  MARION  WHITTAKER,  Chairman 

GENERAL  SALES  COM.MITTEE 
MRS.  R.  C.  MULHATTEN,  Chairman 

TEA  ROOM  COMMITTEE 
MRS.  ALEXANDER  JACOBI,  Chairman 


DIVISIONAL  COMMITTEES 


MONDAY,  DECEMBER  10th 
Afternoon — Catholic  Churches 
Evening — ^Catholic  Churches 
Chairman — Mrs.  Harry  M.  Staley 
Alteimate — ^Mrs.  John  R.  Hermes 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  11th 
Afternoon — Presbyterian  Churches 
Chairman — Mrs.  Robert  M.  Gibson 
Alternate — Mrs.  E.  F.  Wallace 

Evening — U.  P.  Churches 
Chairman — Mrs.  G.  E.  F.  Gray 
Alternate — Mrs.  H.  C.  Crouch 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  12th 
Afternoon — Jewish  Congregations 
Evening — Jewish  Congregations 
Chairman — Mrs.  Lee  Rosenthal 
V.  Chairman — Mrs.  David  Geismar 
Mrs.  M.  Mona  Lesser 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  1.3th 
Afternoon — Episcopal  Churches 
Chairman — Mrs.  Charles  Bailey 
Alternate — Mrs.  C.  L.  Peirce,  Jr. 

Afternoon — Lutheran  Churches 
Chairman — Mrs.  Ellis  B.  Burgess 
Alternate — Mrs.  Carl  Schuster 


Evening — Men’s  Night 
Lions’  Club 
Kiwanis  Club 
Rotary  Club 
Co-operative  Club 
Optimist  Club 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  14th 
Afternoon — ^M.  E.  Churches 
Chairman — Mrs.  Edg.  M.  Balsinger 
Alternate — Mrs  Grace  C.  Hooker 

Afternoon — M.  P.  Churches 
Chairman — Mrs.  .Jane  A.  Gordon 
Alternate — ^Mrs.  George  T.  Marshall 

Evening — Baptist  Churches 
Chairman — Mrs.  C.  B.  Ayle.sworth 
Alternate — ‘Mrs.  Elmer  Pratt 

Evening — Christian  Churches 
Chairman — Mrs.  Cromwell  F.  Skill- 
ington. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  15th 
Afternoon — Congress  of  Women’s 
Clubs 

Chairman — Mrs.  John  S.  Sloan 
Alternate — Mrs.  J.  W.  Briggs 
Evening — Junior  League 
Chairman — .Mrs.  Alfred  G Kay 
Alternate — Mrs.  Dorwin  Donnelly 
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ORGANIZATIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND  PARTICIPATING 
AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
41  Union  Square  West,  New  York  City 
NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 
1.30  East  22nd  Street,  New  York  City 
PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

434  Second  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

PENNSYLVANIA  HOME  TEACHING  SOCIETY 
Witherspoon  Building,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Bellefield  Avenue  & Bayard  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  BLIND  OF  THE  CARNEGIE  LIBRARY 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

PROGRESSIVE  BLIND  WOMEN’S  CLUB  OF  WESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA 

PITTSBURGH  CLUB  FOR  BLIND  MEN 


7.  Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the  Blind  (Pittsburgh  Branch) : 

The  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  operates  four  branches, 
of  which  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop,  located  at  434-436  Second  Avenue,  in  the 
.same  building  with  the  Association’s  headquarters,  is  the  largest.  The  other 
branches  are  located  in  Scranton,  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Harrisburg,  respectively. 
Each  branch  is  in  charge  of  a special  committee,  the  chairman  of  each  of 
which  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Association.  Lists  of 
these  committees  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Year  Book. 

Mr.  Bradley  S.  .Joice,  a new  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

Pittsburgh  Workshop,  is  well  known  in 
connection  with  work  for  the  blind 
throughout  the  State.  As  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  the  Blind,  located  at  Pittsburgh,  he 
occupies  a conspicuous  place  in  the 
work  of  educating  the  blind  of  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  State.  Mr.  .loice  has 
devoted  many  years  of  his  life  to  the 
teaching  of  the  blind,  having  taught  in 
both  the  Maryland  School  for  the  Blind 
and  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  the  Blind,  and  he  brings  with  him 
to  the  Association  a broad  and  practical 
experience  in  industrial  lines  especially 
adapted  for  the  blind.  Besides  his  affil- 
iation with  the  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind,  he  is  a member  of  the 
Board  o f Visitation  o f Allegheny 
County,  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Federation  of  Social  Agencies, 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Council  for  the 
Blind. 

Among  other  appointments  announced 
by  our  President  at  the  regular  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  February  14, 
1923,  was  the  Committee  on  Pitt.sburgh 
Workshop  for  the  Blind,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Bradley  S.  .loice,  Guy  H.  Nick- 
e.son,  and  .Jefferson  D.  Hicks.  On  behalf 
of  this  committee,  your  Executive  Sec- 
retary reports  as  follows:  The  year  1923 
closes  with  thirty-nine  blind  persons,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Executive  Secretary  and 
tuning  solicitor,  employed  in  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  proper.  Twenty-five  of 


MR.  BRADLEY  S.  JOICE 

Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Pittsburgh  Workshop 
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these,  including  the  foreman,  are  employed  in  the  broom  department,  three  men 
caning  chairs,  four  women  and  one  man  in  our  weaving  department,  two 
men  and  two  women  making  mops,  a partially  sighted  man  doing  general 
messenger  work,  and  one  man  employed  in  the  office  as  dictaphone  typist. 
Of  these,  five  in  the  broom  department,  two  in  the  weaving  department,  two 
in  the  caning  department,  and  one  in  the  mop  department  are  still  under- 
going training.  The  tuition  of  one  of  the  ten  under  training  is  being  borne 
by  the  United  States  Veterans’  Bureau,  and  that  of  another  by  the  State 
Department  of  Labor  and  Industry.  The  remaining  eight  being  residents  of 
Pittsburgh  are  being  instructed  at  the  expense  of  the  Pittsburgh  Work.shop. 

There  have  been  seventeen  admissions  to  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  dur- 
ing the  year,  five  of  which  were  for  training  in  rug  weaving  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  men  thus  trained  would  return  to  their  respective  homes 
to  set  up  in  business.  There  have  been  eight  withdrawals,  five  of  whom 
went  back  to  their  homes  for  the  above-named  purpose,  two  left  to  accept 
the  positions  as  tuners  in  department  stores  already  mentioned,  and  the 
fifth,  a man  aged  seventy-four,  retired  in  comfortable  circumstances  to  live 
out  the  rest  of  his  days  free  from  the  exactions  incident  to  the  life  of  a 
journeyman  broom  maker. 

Our  books  show  thousands  of  dollars  paid  in  commissions  to  more  than 
thirty  blind  people  for  selling  brooms  and  mops  made  by  the  workers  in  the 
Pittsburgh  Workshop  proper. 

Among  the  more  capable  of  our  salesmen  is  Mr.  Clarence  E.  Belitz  of 
Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Belitz  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  South  Side  and  received 

his  early  education  in  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  Pittsburgh.  Later  he 
took  a course  in  connection  with  the 
Chicago  Correspondence  School  of  Law. 
He  was  a clerk  in  the  office  of  .Jones  & 
Laughlin  Steel  Corporation  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years.  Toward  the  close  of 
this  time,  his  eyes,  which  had  always 
been  weak,  failed  entirely;  but,  all  un- 
daunted, he  took  up  salesmanship  as  a 
means  of  livelihood. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  Mr. 
Belitz  with  the  Saturday  Evening  Post 
in  his  right  hand  and  one  of  our  brooms 
in  his  left.  He  has,  for  eleven  years 
past,  been  actively  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  magazines  of  all  varieties,  as  well 
as  of  our  brooms  and  mops.  He  is  the 
sole  support  of  an  aged  mother  and  is 
made  of  sterling  stuff  throughout.  One 
of  his  catch  advertisements  is:  “I  am 

the  Country  Gentleman,  I lean  against 
the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  and  keep 
my  accounts  in  the  Ladies’  Home  .Jour- 
nal.” 

In  a letter  to  us  Mr.  Belitz  says: 
“What  success  I have  attained  is  due 
to  the  quality  of  the  product.^  and  the 
fair  treatment  I have  received  from  my 
MR.  CLARENCE  E.  BELITZ  patrons.”  To  this  we  must  add,  that 

fair  treatment  begets  fair  treatment, 
and  Mr.  Belitz  is  the  sort  of  man  who  draws  the  best  out  of  everyone  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact  and  so  himself  inspires  the  fair  treatment  he 
receives. 

Two  others  of  our  salesmen  of  unusual  energy  and  ability  are  Mr. 
Eugene  D.  Morgret,  wh'o  has  been  with  us  several  years,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
R.  Jordan,  who  came  to  us  in  August,  1923.  Largely  through  the  good  woi-k 
of  these  two  men  we  have  added  greatly  to  our  wholesale  business  in  brooms 
and  mops,  and  this  is  important  in  that  it  makes  for  permanent  business. 
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and,  throug-h  continually  repeated  orders  from  the  same  firms,  affords  these 
.salesmen  a steady  growing  permanent  income  from  their  commissions. 

In  another  way,  our  hold  upon  the  Pittsburgh  market  has  been  strength- 
ened by  the  failure  of  the  Duquesne  Broom  Company.  This  company  was 
organized  several  years  ago  largely  through  the  influence  of  the  former  fore- 
man of  our  broom  department,  and  a dozen  or  moi-e  of  our  blind  broom  makers 
were  induced  to  put  their  meager  savings  into  its  stock.  Thus  did  the  com- 
pany have  in  it  the  elements  of  a possible  successful  competitor  to  the  Pitts- 
burgh V/orkshop  for  the  Blind.  In  the  winding  up  of  the  affairs  of  this  com- 
pany, its  entire  equipment,  including  the  Lipe  sewing  machine,  below  men- 
tioned, and  a Ford  automobile  truck  was  alloted  to  the  blind  stockholders 
and  one  seeing  man,  all  being  employees  of  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the 
Blind,  as  their  share  of  the  company’s  assets.  This  equipment  has  been  pur- 
chased from  the  men  by  the  Association  for  the  use  of  the  Workshop,  at  as 
liberal  a figure  as  conditions  justified,  and  the  blind  stockholders  will  thus 
be  reimbursed  to  an  amount  equal  to  70%  of  their  former  interest  in  the 
Duquesne  Broom  Company.  Moreover,  the  acquisition  of  the  Ford  truck 
enables  the  Workshop  to  test  out,  at  little  cost,  the  practicability  of  making 
its  own  deliveries  instead  of  depending  entirely  upon  public  carriers  for  this 
purpose.  The  experiment  to  date  has  worked  out  well  and  we  have  good 
reason  to  expect,  as  our  business  inevitably  grows,  we  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  satisfaction  resulting  from  prompt  deliveries,  effect  considerable  saving 
in  actual  cash. 

In  regard  to  our  broom  department,  we  are  glad  to  report  that  more 
business  and  business  of  a better  quality  than  ever  before,  has  been  done 
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clurinK  the  past  year.  Notwithstanding  that  the  exceptionally  high  puce 
of  broom  corn  compelled  us  to  cut  our  output  50%  for  an  entire  nionth, 
we  have  manufactured  more  brooms  and  employed  more  men  and  at  better 
nay  than  ever  before.  The.  addition  of  a Lipe  sewing  machine  to  the  depart- 
ment has  enabled  us  to  take  over  the  whisk  and  toy  broom  business  from 
Mr  Harry  L.  Glickson,  who,  prior  to  his  appointment  as  acting  foreman, 
manufactured  these  articles  as  a private  enterprise  in  his  own  home. 

The  accompanying  picture  .shows  the  foreman  of  our  men’s  department. 
Mr.  Harry  L.  Glickson,  teaching  one  of  our  blind  men  to  tie  brooms,  which 
is  only  one  phase  of  the  trade. 

In  February,  1923,  the  foreman  of  the  men’s  department  resigned  and 
Mr.  Glickson,  a partially  sighted  man,  and  an  employee  for  ten  years  in  this 
department,  was  appointed  acting  foreman.  Under  his  management  the 
department  has  g*rown  materially | and,  as  a practical  acknowledgment  of 
the  fact,  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  its  regular  December  meeting,  made  him 
a substantial  increase  in  salary. 


FOUPv  OF  THE  FORTY-SIX  GIRLS  OF  OUR  HOMEWORK  DEPARTMENT 

Four  of  the  forty-six  girls  of  our  homework  department  are  here  seen 
at  work  in  the  salesroom  of  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop.  The  two  girls  on  the 
left.  Miss  Blanche  Powers  and  Miss  Margaret  Golphin,  are  making  mop  hei^s 
which  line  of  manufacture  has  recently  been  introduced  as  an  occupation 
for  our  blind  girls.  Miss  Sara  Might  is  seen  operating  the  sewing  machine, 
at  which  work  she  is  very  expert,  making  many  of  the  attractive  articles  of 
wearing  apparel  disposed  of  through  our  sales  department.  On  the  extreme 
right  is  Miss  Mildred  Emmert  crocheting,  which  illustrates  another  phase 
of  work  done  by  our  girls. 

The  forty-six  girls  above  referred  to,  thirty-eight  of  whom  work  with 
reasonable  regularity,  have  done  needle  work  in  their  homes,  the  Workshop 
furnishing  the  material,  paying  them  for  their  work,  and  assuming  entire 
responsibility  for  the  sale  of  the  manufactured  articles. 

Over  $10,000  worth  of  articles  made  by  these  girls  were  sold  during 
1923.  Thanks  to  the  sales  made  through  our  special  stores  operated  in  East 
Liberty  during  September  and  October,  when  the  ladies  of  the  Pocahontas 
Club  and  their  friends  rendered  invaluable  assistance  as  voluntary  sales- 
women, and  through  Pittsburgh’s  First  Week  for  the  Blind,  we  have  cleared 
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our  shelves  of  practically  all  accumulated  stock  made  by  our  women  and  are 
thus  encouraged  to  start  the  new  year  with  assurance  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  be  give  more  employment  to  our  home  workers  than  ever  before.  The 
wages  pai<l  for  their  work  during  the  pa.st  year  were  something  over  $5,800.00. 

For  several  years  back,  prior  to  the  time  that  the  present  Executive 
Secretary  as.sumed  office,  the  question  of  extending  the  nature  and  scope  of 
the  work  done  by  our  blind  people  in  their  homes  has  been  a pressing  and 
perplexing  problem.  The  voluntary  resignation,  December  29th,  1923,  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Shradle,  afforded  an  opportunity  to  secure  the  sei-vices  of  a suit- 
able person  for  the  purpose,  and  accordingly  we  are  fortunate  in  securing 
the  setwices  of  Miss  Elizabeth  V.  Regester  to  assist  our  capable  supervisor 
within  the  Workshop  itself,  and  to  alternate  with  her  in  training  our  blind 
women  in  their  homes  to  do  other  and  more  lucrative  things  than  has  here- 
tofore been  possible. 


A GROUP  OF  PHILANTHROPIC  CLUB  WOMEN 


The  picture  shows  one  of  many  groups  of  women  representing  the  differ- 
ent clubs  assisting  the  Association  in  various  ways.  Much  of  the  enormous 
quantity  of  work  sent  out  to  our  girls  working  in  their  homes  requires  a 
measure  of  preparaton  beforehand  and  the  greater  part  of  this  is  done  by 
voluntary  committees  of  sighted  women  appointed  by  their  respective  clubs. 
The  women  also  sew  quantities  of  carpet  rags  and  perform  other  important 
services  preliminary  to  the  actual  making  of  the  articles  by  the  blind,  all 
of  which  services  contribute  largely  toward  the  reduction  of  our  overhead 
expense.  It  is  impossible,  of  course,  to  estimate  these  services  in  dollars 
and  cents,  but  we  tender  to  these  good  women  our  sincere  appreciation  for 
the  help  thus  rendered.  A complete  list  of  the  clubs  thus  assisting  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  book. 

The  weaving  department,  with  Miss  .Jane  Ferry  as  its  capable  teacher, 
has  not  fallen  below  its  accustomed  good  work,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  we  have  given  in.struction  to  fewer  men  from  out  in  the  State  than  was 
given  last  year.  As  the  principal  industry  of  our  Wilkes-Barre  branch  is 
weaving,  this  topic  will  be  fully  treated  under  the  report  of  that  branch  of 
the  Association’s  work. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC 


MAKING  MOPS  AND  CANING  CHAIRS 


The  accompanying  illustration  shows  Joseph  Link,  one  of  Pittsburgh  s 
well-known  blind  men  in  charge  of  our  mop  making  and  chair  caning  room. 
Raymond  Doyle  is  at  work  learning  to  make  mops,  while  the  man  re-seatmg 
the  chair  is  David  Davies,  who  has  been  with  us  since  the  early  days  ot  the 
Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the  Blind.  , , , , , . , . 

Our  mop  business  has  taken  on  considerable  proportions  during  the  year, 
and,  together  with  the  manufacturing  of  mop  heads  previously  referred  to, 
as  introduced  as  a line  of  employment  for  our  girls,  promises  to  be  an  im- 
portant means  of  livelihood  for  our  people.  i,r  i 

The  two-fold  necessity  of  finding  additional  employment  tor  more  blind 
men  and  for  meeting  the  public  demand  for  chair  caning,  has  led  to  the  res- 
toration of  chair  caning  within  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  proper,  although 
thei’6  is  not  sufficient  floor  room  to  enable  us  to  handle  this  work  advantage- 
ously.  It  will  continue  to  be  our  policy,  however,  to  have  as  much  ch^air  can- 
ing  as  is  practicable  done  in  the  homes  of  our  blind  people,  thus  obviating, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  necessity  on  their  part  of  traveling  to  and  fro  from 
the  shop  daily.  „ , . ^ , , 

The  introduction  of  a complete  system  of  stock  inventory,  already  men- 
tioned in  the  President’s  message,  made  necessary  the  addition  of  another 
person  to  our  office  force,  and  Miss  Adele  Vourron  was  accordingly  employed 
for  this  purpose  and  to  assist  with  the  correspondence  in  connection  with 
prevention  of  blindness  and  the  soliciting  of  piano  tuning.  Miss  Vourron  grows 
in  efficiency  as  her  work  increa.ses  and  is  fast  becoming  a useful  member  of 


our  office  force.  . 

Miss  Edna  Spatig,  who  has  been  our  faithful,  willing  and  efficient  stenog- 
rapher and  file  clerk  for  five  years  past,  was  married  in  August  last  to  Mr. 
W.  J.  Freidrich  and  we  were  very  loath  to  accept  her  resignation,  which  she 
generously  deferred  until  November  30th.  That  she  has  not  entirely  de- 
serted us,  however,  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  along  with  several  other  of  our 
loyal  friends  she  worked  with  us  for  ten  hours  a day  during  the  entire  six 
days  of  our  Pittsburgh  Week  for  the  Blind.  The  services  of  Miss  Madeline 
Adler  have  been  secured  as  stenographer  and  file  clerk,  and  she  is  rapidly 
gaining  the  knowledge  of  her  work  which  suggests  ultimate  efficiency  of  a 
high  order. 

In  March,  1923,  a full  timed  experienced  janitor  was  employed  to  take 
over  not  only  the  care  of  the  furnace  and  building,  but  also  the  serving  of 
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the  noonday  coffee  to  the  men,  in  the  stead  of  a man  and  a part  time  woman 
previously  in  charge  of  this  work,  and  time  has  proven  the  wisdom  of  this 
change.  The  building  of  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop,  however,  needs  painting 
throughout  in  order  to  preserve  the  walls  and  woodwork  and  to  make  the 
premises  presentable  to  our  many  friends  and  customers  who  visit  us  daily; 
and  the  Board  of  Directors  is  considering  means  of  securing  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose. 

In  general,  it  should  be  said  that  the  affairs  of  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop 
for  the  Blind  are  in  a wholesome  and  prosperous  condition,  and  with  the 
continued  interest  of  the  women’s  clubs,  and  the  additional  publicity  stirred 
up  during  Pittsbui'gh’s  First  Week  for  the  Blind,  we  may  reasonably  look  for- 
ward to  yet  greater  things  for  1924. 


8.  Lackawanna  Branch  (Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc.): 

Hon.  Louis  Arthur  Watres  has  been  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Lackawanna 
Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  the  year  1913  and  has  been  its  President  since  1919.  Lackawanna 
County  pi'obably  has  produced  no  man  in  its  history  who  has  served  the  com- 
munity with  so  much  honor  in  political,  fraternal,  philanthropic,  and  business 
activities.  Since  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  Lackawanna  County  in  1878,  his 
career  has  been  one  of  much  activity  in  varied  lines  of  endeavor. 

From  1881  to  1890,  while  serving  as  County  Solicitor,  he  was  elected  and 
re-elected  to  the  State  Senate  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1890  he  was  elected  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  on  the  Republican  ticket,  while  the  candidate  for  Governor 
on  that  ticket  was  defeated  by  the  Democratic  canditate. 

In  business  activities  we  see  him  to-day  as  President  of  the  County  Savings 
Bank,  the  Scranton  Trust  Company,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  Director  and 
guiding  spirit  in  many  other  corporations. 

As  a descendant  of  the  renowned  patriot, 
James  Otis  of  Massachusetts,  we  look  for 
the  military  record  of  L.  A.  Watres,  and 
find  he  held  the  commissions  of  Second 
Lieutenant,  First  Lieutenant,  Captain, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  three  commissions 
as  Colonel  of  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  N. 
G.  P.  It  is  because  of  this  serwice  that 
so  many  of  his  town  folks  are  pleased  to 
call  him  Col.  Watres. 

He  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  is  Past  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  George  Washington  Masonic 
National  Memorial  Association. 

This  busy  man  is  not  only  President  of 
the  Lackawanna  Branch,  but  is  actively 
interested  in  its  success  to  the  minutest 
detail.  One  act  by  him  alone  each  year, 
during  the  early  summer  season,  shows  the 
kindly  interest  of  the  man.  On  a day 
selected  by  him  and  the  directors  of  the 
local  branch  of  the  Association,  he  throws 
open  his  beautiful  home  and  grounds  to  the 
blind,  as  well  as  members  of  their  families, 
for  a picnic.  This  is  a real  picnic,  the 
entertainment  is  varied  each  year  and  is 
anticipated  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all 
who  attend. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  submit,  on 
COL.  L.  A.  WATRES  behalf  of  our  committee  on  Lackaw'anna 


Chairman  Lackawanna  Branch 


Branch,  the  following  interesting  report 
and  refer  you  elsewhere  in  this  book  for  the 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures.  At  this  point,  attention  should  be  called 
to  the  fact,  in  the  case  of  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the  Blind  (Pittsburgh 
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Branch),  Pennsylvania  Assocation  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  the  city  of  Pittsbur^g’h 
contributes  annually  a substantial  appropriation  toward  the  operation  of  the 
local  work  for  the  blind;  while  in  the  cases  of  the  Lackawanna,  Wilkes-Barre, 
and  Dauphin  County  Branches,  the  respective  Community  Chests  or  w elfare 
Federations  contribute  toward  the  maintenance  of  the  work  for  the  blind  in 
these  communities.  The  Association  at  large,  receives  from  the  State  a meager 
appropriation  of  $5,000,  which  is  apportioned  among  the  branches  in  regular 
monthly  allotment  payments. 


FRANCIS  S.  GRAVES,  SUPT.,  TEACHING  A BLIND  MAN  TO  M.A.KE 
TRAIN  ORDER  HOOKS. 

In  this  picture  is  seen  Frank  Bujanowski  of  our  Lackawanna  Branch 
making  a train  order  hook,  a device  used  for  handing  written  orders  from  the 
platform  to  the  engineers  of  moving  trains.  So  far  only  one  man  is  doing  this 
work  regularly  and  he  is  making  a very  good  living  thereby.  Mr.  Francis 
S.  Graves,  the  superintendent  of  our  Lackawanna  Branch,  seen  in  the  picture 
teaching  Frank,  expresses  the  hope  that  he  may  develop  this  line  of  work  to 
a point  where  it  will  prove  well  worth-while  for  the  blind. 

The  new  machine  for  removing  spline  cane  from  chairs,  de\nsed  by  a blinded 
boiler  maker  of  Louisiana,  has  been  introduced  into  our  Lackawanna  Branch  to 
a very  great  advantage.  Chairs  sent  to  the  shop  for  repairs  formerly  required 
anywhere  from  an  hour  to  two  hours  to  remove  the  old  spline,  whereas  by 
application  of  dry  steam  by  this  spline  remover,  this  work  can  be  done  in  a few 
minutes.  The  picture  shows  Mr.  Francis  S.  Graves,  testing  this  machine  and 
we  take  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  statement  of  the  work  of  his 
branch  for  the  year  1923. 

The  year  1923  has  been  a busy  and  prosperous  one  in  the  Lackawanna 
Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind.  More  money  has  been 
earned  and  more  blind  assisted  than  ever  before. 
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MR.  FRANCIS  S.  GRAVES  TESTING  SPLINE  REMOVER 

The  workshop  and  sales  rooms  have  been  enlarged,  and  separate  work 
rooms  furnished  for  the  men  and  women.  Every  comfort  has  been  given  to  the 
workers  and  greater  facilities  have  brought  greater  prosperity. 

The  Spline  Remover  has  proven  a marked  success.  It  is  easily  run  by  a 
blind  person  after  a little  practice,  and  means  better  and  quicker  work.  Eight 
minutes  is  the  best  average  time  made  here  for  cleaning  out  a spline  chair  with- 
out any  danger  of  chipping  or  injuring  the  frame.  We  hope  to  do  even  better 
in  the  future.  This  machine  has  already  proven  to  be  well  worth  while. 

The  field  and  relief  work  among  the  blind  has  been  followed  up  carefully. 
Three  hundred  and  four  calls  were  made  and  forty  new  cases  discovered  and 
placed  on  file.  Total  number  of  blind  in  Lackawanna  County  are  one  hundred 
and  ninety-two.  More  material  aid  was  given  the  blind  than  heretofore. 

While  the  industrial  work  of  the  Association  at  340  Adams  Avenue  is  a big 
factor  in  solving  the  problems  of  the  handicappeil,  it  is  a small  part  of  oUr 
activities — the  big  part  being  the  prevention  of  blindness,  the  placing  of  blind 
and  defective  visioned  children  in  schools  and  institutions,  and  last  but  not  least, 
the  comfort  and  cheer  carried  to  the  sick  and  aged  who  spend  long  hours  in 
loneliness  and  darkness. 

9.  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  (Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc.): 

Mr.  William  C.  Washburn  who  succeeded  Mr.  Paul  Bedford  in  1923  as 
President  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch,  for  several  years  past  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  various  forma  of  welfare  work.  During  the  war  he 
was  Food  Admini.strator  for  his  home  district  and  also  did  a vast  amount 
of  work  in  the  Red  Cross.  He  is  energetic,  full  of  sound  business,  tactful 
and  forward-looking.  His  regular  business  is  the  Pennsylvania  Manager 
of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  under  him  are  hundreds 
of  agents  and  employees,  every  one  of  whom  he  says  will  be  doing  propa- 
ganda work  for  the  Blind.  In  June,  1923,  Mr.  Washburn  threw  open  his 
house  and  grounds  for  a day  to  the  blind  of  Wilkes-Barre  and  Luzerne 
County,  when  sumptuous  entertainment  was  furnished  all  those  whose 
privilege  it  was  to  be  present. 

We  were  very  fortunate  in  securing  Mr.  Washburn’s  services  as  Presi- 
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dent  of  our  Branch  and  are  glad  to 
welcome  him  as  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Pennsylvania  As.so- 
ciation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

The  chief  activity  in  connection  with 
the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  is  rug  weav- 
ing, and  we  find  this  a profitable  em- 
ployment for  many  blind  men.  The 
accompanying  picture  shows  the  large 
weaving  room  where  some  twenty  blind 
workmen  are  busily  filling  orders  for 
rugs  which  have  been  solicited  by  a 
blind  salesman  of  the  As.'ociation,  or 
have  come  by  ’phone  direct  to  the  office 
from  many  interested  friends.  Miss 
B.  Arline  Phillips,  the  capable,  ener- 
getic Secretary  in  charge  of  the  Branch, 
is  rightfully  proud  of  the  work  done  by 
her  men.  Indeed,  the  development  of 
the  work  of  the  WHlkes-Barre  Branch 
from  the  beginning  has  been  largely 
the  result  of  Miss  Phillips’  dynamic  per- 
sonality, and  it  is  with  much  pleasure 
that  we  report,  on  her  behalf,  and  that 
of  the  Committee  in  charge,  a very 
prosperous  year’s  work. 

The  need  for  more  instruction  of  the 
women  in  their  homes  has  led  to  an  effort 
during  the  year  to  secure  the  services  of 
.MR.  MHLLIAM  O.  WASHBURN  a person  suitably  equipped  to  teach 

these  women  to  make  salable  articles. 
Chairman  Committee  on  Wilkes-  the  Association  furnishing  the  material, 
Barre  Branch  paying  them  for  their  work,  and  assum- 

ing the  responsibility  for  marketing 
the  finished  product.  While  this  matter  is  still  in  process  of  solution,  it  is 
confidently  expected  that  very  substantial  progress  will  be  made  in  this  direc- 
tion during  the  coming  year. 


WEAVING  ROOM,  WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH,  35  EAST  UNION  ST. 
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WILKES-BARPvE  BRANCH  BUILDING,  35  EAST  UNION  STREET 
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Thouffh  this  Branch  does  not  manufacture  brooms,  it  is  instrumentol  in 
furnishinc  its  blind  salesmen  with  brooms  made  at  the  Association  s Pitts 
tti  ILanch,  and  turns  all  commissions  for  f 

tliesp  salesmen.  All  chair  caning  orders  are  turned  ovei  to  the  blind  u no 
do  this  work  in  their  homes;  in  like  manner  any  orders  for  piano  tuning*  are 
referred  by  the  Association  to  responsible  blind  tuners  of  the  vicinity. 

The  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  192.3  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  book. 


CHARLES  RUDDY,  BLIND,  TEACHING  GEORGE  WEBER,  DEAF 
AND  BLIND,  TO  WEAVE 


It  is  a considerable  handicap  to  be  blind,  but  when  one  is  both  deaf  and 
blind,  the  problem  of  life  becomes  infinitely  niore  difficult;  nevertheless,  theie 
are  many  instances  of  this  kind  where  the  individual  successfully  surmounts 
the  two-fold  handicap  and  emerges  gloriously  .successful  in  the  fight  for  sub- 
sistence. The  first  deaf,  blind  person  of  America,  reasonably  well  known 
to  the  public,  who  also  lacked  the  sense  of  smell,  was  Laura  Bridgman, 
of  Boston.  The  most  conspicuous  figure  of  today  laboring  under  these  handi- 
caps, much  better  Iniown  to  the  public,  is  Hellen  Keller,  who  was  educaetd 
in  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Boston,  and  who  is  a graduate  of 
Radcliffe  College,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

While  George  Weber  is  not  gifted,  perhaps,  with  the  unusual  intellect 
possessed  by  these  two  individuals,  he  is  doing  his  part  in  life  very  well,  incmed. 
When  it  was  first  suggested  that  he  be  taken  into  our  Wilkes-Barre  shop,  theie 
was  considerable  skepticism  on  the  part  of  those  in  authority  as  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  undertaking.  He  has  proved  an  apt  pupil,  however,  he  is  indus- 
trious and  has  fully  allayed  all  fears  incident  to  his  admission  to  the  shop. 
His  influence  among  our  other  men  is  very  good  and  it  is  interesting  and 
gratifying  to  note  how  even  the  roughest  of  them  will  go  out  of  their  way 
to  do  George  a service. 

10.  Dauphin  County  Branch  (I’ennsylvania  .Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc.): 

Your  attention  is  especially  called  to  the  following  interesting  data 
bearing  upon  our  recently  organized  Branch  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  On  the 
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fourth  of  January,  1923,  our  local  Committee  took  the  fir.st  steps  toward 
regular  organization.  Prior  to  that  time,  the  little  work  done  for  the  blind 
in  this  vicinity  was  limited  to  that  performed  on  half  time  only  by  Miss 
Margaret  Pollock.  Miss  Pollock  represented  the  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind  and  instructed  blind  men  and  women  in  tbeir  homes  in  chair 
caning,  rug  weaving  and  other  forms  of  handicraft,  occasionally  finding 
employment  for  an  individual  blind  person  in  a factory  or  other  industrial 
plant  among  the  seeing  workers. 

The  untimely  death,  early  in  February,  of  Mr.  David  E.  Tracy,  a retired 
philanthropist,  gave  the  local  work  a severe  setback.  The  willing,  untiring, 
and  able  assistance  of  our  Vice-Chairman,  Mrs.  George  H.  Ashley,  however, 
soon  got  and  kept  the  work  well  under  way,  and  it  is  with  unusual  pleasure 
that  we  include  her  report  in  full. 

Mrs.  Ashley  has  been  ably  supported  by  our  exceptionally  interested 
Committee,  whose  present  chairman.  Dr.  Clyde  H.  Garwood,  took  charge  in 
the  early  autumn  of  1923.  Dr.  Garwood’s  executive  training  fits  him  par- 
ticularly well  for  the  sort  of  constructive  work  necessary  in  connection  with 
the  development  of  our  Dauphin  County  Branch. 

Dr.  Clyde  H.  Garwood  is  a Pennsylvanian  by  birth  and  a public  school 
man  of  wide  and  varied  experience.  For  the  past  twenty-five  years  he  has 

been  actively  identified  with  the  Pitts- 
burgh Public  Schools  as  Ward  Principal, 
Associate  and  Acting  Superintendent, 
and  has  had  no  small  share  in  the  fine 
and  effective  organization  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Schools  under  the  present  Board 
of  Public  Education.  He  holds  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  from  Grove 
City  College,  and  has  supplemented  his 
college  training  with  a special  course  in 
Columbia  University  and  a constant  and 
cordial  contact  with  the  best  pedagogical 
thought  and  practice  of  recent  years. 
Among  his  duties  during  the  last  ten 
years  has  been  the  organization  and  di- 
rection of  the  professional  reading 
courses  for  the  teachers  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh schools. 

As  a citizen  Dr.  Garwood  has  shown 
his  interest  in  public  affairs  and  com- 
munity progress  as  an  active  member 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Homewood  Board  of  Trade,  of  which 
body  he  was  president  for  three  years, 
the  Civic  Club  of  Allegheny  County,  the 
Historical  Society  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  University  Extension  Society, 
of  which  he  has  been  a director  for  the 
past  eighteen  years.  In  a professional 
way,  he  has  been  actively  identified  with 
the  National  Education  Association  and 
its  Department  of  Superintendence; 
with  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education 
As.sociation  and  related  organizations  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a member  of  high 
standing  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 


DR.  CLYDE  H.  GARWOOD 

Chairman  Committee  on  Dauphin 
County  Branch 


In  the  organization  and  patriotic  service  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  in 
Allegheny  County  during  and  since  the  World  War,  Dr.  Garwood  has  been 
the  active  Chairman.  He  served  as  European  Director  of  the  National  Junior 
Red  Cross  during  the  first  six  months  of  1920,  with  offices  in  Pari.s.  Since 
his  return  from  Europe  he  has  also  been  the  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Pittsburgh  Chapter,  American  Red  Cross.  In  these  varied  and 
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respon.^ible  relation?,  a.s  in  all  his  public  school  affairs,  he  has  demonstrated 
his  remarkable  orKanizing-  and  directing  abilities.  „ . , 

dI^  Garwood  Ls  a man  in  the  prime  of  life,  of  hne  physique,  rugged 
health,  and  possessed  of  abundant  physical  and  niental  vigor.  With  an  abid 
ine  faith  in  both  the  work  and  the  workers  in  his  profession,  combined  with 
a warm-hearted  and  optimistic  personality,  he  is 

everywhere,  a helpful  associate  in  all  public  .school  relations.  Di.  Gaiwood 
is  married  and  has  two  children. 


WORKROOM,  DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH,  SECOND  AND  SOUTH 
STREETS,  HARRISBURG,  PA. 


The  accompanying  picture  shows  some  of  the  activities  in  which  the 
blind  of  our  Dauphin  County  Branch  are  engaged.  The  doll  and  carriage 
were  not  made  by  the  blind,  but  are  used  to  set  off  the  baby  blanket  sho'rtTi 
in  the  picture,  which  was  made  by  one  of  our  blind  weavers.  In  October, 
1923,  Miss  M.  Pearl  Mason  took  over  the  work  which  had  been  previously 
done  by  Miss  Margaret  Pollock,  now  Mrs.  Gable.  Miss  Mason  is  a partially 
sighted  woman  especially  equipped  to  teach  the  blind,  having,  prior  to  the 
partial  loss  of  sight,  had  experience  as  a teacher  and  government  clerk.  Miss 
Mason  is  in  charge  both  of  the  workroom  and  the  work  done  by  the  blind 
in  their  homes.  We  feel  that  her  training,  coupled  with  the  enthusiasm  of  our 
local  Committee  in  charge,  guarantees  success  for  our  Dauphin  County  work. 

We  are  glad  to  quote  as  follows  from  the  report  of  Mrs.  Geoi'ge  H.  Ashley, 
Vice  Chairman  of  our  Dauphin  County  Branch; 

“Blind  people,  like  little  children,  are  to  a greater  or  less  extent  dependent 
upon  others  for  help.  Because  they  are  dependent  and  because'of  the  sympathy 
which  this  dependence  calls  forth,  men  and  women,  in  all  ages,  have  given  freely 
to  the  blind  not  only  sympathy  but  material  aid  (although  sometimes  not  given 
wi.sely) . The  most  successful  and  the  happiest  men  have  been  taught  from 
■childhood,  self  reliance,  industry,  independence  of  character,  and  belief  in 
their  own  ability  to  make  good.  If  others  think  for  a man,  work  for  him  and 
give  him  money  when  he  should  at  least  help  to  bear  his  own  burdens  and 
those  of  others,  he  loses  independence,  he  becomes  weak  when  he  should^  be 
strong.  His  mind  and  spirit  become  dwarfed  because  he  does  not  use  his  God- 
given  abilities.  In  order  to  overcome  the  difficulty,  the  man  must  either  be  very 
self-i-eliant  or  thei-e  must  be  a greater  struggle  on  his  part  or  he  must  be 
helped  to  overcome  his  difficulties. 
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This  is  as  true  for  a blind  person  asl  for  one  who  sees,  but  for  the  blind 
to  greater  extent  because  he  must  neces.sarily  depend  on  others  to  some 
ilegrce. 

In  order  to  know  the  blind  problem  one  must  know  the  blind  themselves; 
must  get  their  point  of  view;  must  realize!  they  are  not  a class  by  themselves 
but  are  like  other  individua's,  with  faults,  virtues  and  aspirations.  They  are 
happy  or  .sad,  lazy  or  ambitious.  Some  have  keen  intellects,  some  are  dull 
and  unteachable.  Some  are  strong,  others  are  weak.  Their  difference  is  in 
their  disability. 

Those  studying  the  blind  problem  have  been  experimenting  for  years 
on  the  methods  to  be  used  to  accomplish  the  best  results,  so  that  the  blind 
may  reach  the  highest  efficiency  possible  and  be  helped  to  become  happy  men 
and  women. 

It  mu.'^t  be  remembered  that  it  is  hardly  100  years  since  systematic  ef- 
forts to  make  the  blind  self  supporting  were  started.  The  work  being  carried 
on  today  is  the  result  of  this  century  of  experience.  When  industrial  schools 
for  the  blind  were  first  established  it  was  confidently  believed  and  declared 
that  they  be  made  self  supporting,  and  those  attending  were  encouraged  to 
believe  that  they  were  being  fitte(l  to  earn  an  adequate  livelihood. 

It  was  soon  found,  however,  that  when  the  graduates  of  these  schools  were 
faced  with  the  practical  problem  of  earning  a living,  many  of  them  were 
unable  to  meet  the  issue  alone.  Brave  as  might  be  the  efforts  of  the  blind  man, 
they  were  often  insufficient  to  meet  the  conditions  before  him,  and  many  were 
forced  to  either  beg  or  go  to  the  almshouse.  In  the  words  of  an  Indiana  report; 
“He  has  failed  when  any  other  person  with  even  inferior  education  and  skill 
in  his  trade  would  have  been  successful,  and  he  must  fall  back  on  his  friends 
or  his  Alma  Mater.  The  world  was  made  for  the  seeing,  not  for  the  blind.” 
These  failures  were  especially  pronounced  among  the  large  number  who  went 
to  the  schools  but  who  failed  to  finish.  Just  as  in  college  or  elsewhere,  the  per- 
centage of  those  completing  the  courses  is  small.  Of  those  a large  majority 
do  become  self-supporting, — in  some  instances  100  per  cent. 

The  schools  realizing  deeply  the  need  and  their  responsibility  set  about 
to  remedy  the  conditions.  A few  of  them  went  so  far  as  to  establish  con- 
tinuation industrial  departments  to  furnish  employment  for  the  adult  blind. 
They  soon  found  that  this  was  not  feasible.  As  a result  of  the  study  and 
experience  that  followed,  the  local  workshop  has  evolved.  It  may  not  be  the 
final  answer,  but  it  is  the  best  answer  that  has  yet  been  found.  Here,  in 
their  own  town,  those  trained  in  the  schools  could  come  and  work,  as  well  as 
others,  who  had  not  had  training,  including  those  who  had  lost  their  sight  in 
maturity  and  who  therefore  must  find  new  employment,  who  could  be  trained 
and  given  work.  Here  they  could  be  given  necessary  assistance  by  those  with 
sight  or  with  partial  sight,  and  markets  could  be  developed  for  their  wares. 
Here  they  could  live  as  normal  a working  life  as  their  sighted  friends.  They 
have  regular  hours  to  come  and  go,  and  regular  pay.  Though  the  support 
rendered  by  the  workshop  is  small,  it  affords  an  occupation  that  lifts  the  dread- 
ful curse  of  idleness,  it  gives  an  opportunity  for  associating  with  others. 
Those  who  heard  the  men  singing  in  our  own  shop  realize  what  this  feature  of 
the  work  means. 

It  is  not  expected  that  they  become  self-supporting,  though  under  pecu- 
liarly favorable  circumstances  they  may  approximate  such  a result.  A report 
of  a plant  in  California  declared:  “Any  pretense  that  it  can  be  made  self- 
supporting  we  believe  to  be  visionary  or  intentionally  deceptive.”  Satisfac- 
tory as  has  been  the  experience  of  Massachusetts  in  dealing  with  questions 
of  industrial  work  for  the  blind,  its  report  says:  “It  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  certain  conditions  inseparable  from  that  work  make  it  unlikely  that 
the  shops,  whether  small  units  or  larger  units,  can  ever  be  made  to  pay  their 
own  way.” 

It  is  es.sential  al.so  to  consider  the  sort  of  industry  emplo.ved,  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  workers,  the  local  situations,  neighboring  competition,  means 
of  marketing,  etc.  The  blind  have  a right  to  expect  due  attenticn  to  their 
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^ .,,^1  ttvit  1-ibov  of  others  bo  regulated  accordingly.  It  is  not  unrea- 

sonable to  expLi  that  the  products  of  their  shops  be  used  m pubhc  insL- 


T Ivivp  considered  only  the  workshop  in  my  discussion,  as  this  has  proved 
so  far  irb^thebest  wav  to  handle  the  problem  of  the  blind  worker  In 
our  owi^work  we  are  hoping  to  tram  more  home  workers  than  we  have 
u fr»  tvnin  thus  for  and  to  cret  as  many  as  possible  into  inanufactuiing 

&S  Howevm^^^^  » central  organization 

in  case  that  thei4  are  enough  blind  to  sustain  it,  unless  some  better  way  is 
<levised  to  do  the  same  work. 

We  have  in  our  own  town  beggars  who  became  beggars  because  there 
was  no  place  where  they  could  go  to  be  taught  to  use  their  abilities  and  train- 
ing for  productive  work.  There  will  be  in  a few  years  8 or  10  graduates  ot 
Overbrook  who  will  come  back  home  trained  for  some  more  or  less  definite 
work  and  will  expect  their  town  to  see  that  they  are  helped.  How  will  we 
meet  the  situation? 


The  people  of  Harrisburg  have  demonstrated  in  the  last  three  months 
bv  giving  us  most  generous  orders,  how  the  work  can  be  carried  on.  oince 
our  shop  was  moved  to  Second  and  South  Streets  in  October,  we  have  nad 
nearly  twdce  as  many  sales  as  in  the  six  preceding  months.  In  order  not  to 
fall  below  the  general  average  experience  of  .$212.00  deficit  per  person,  we 
will  need  to  double  and  more  than  double  our  output  and  our  sales. 


Our  comparative  success  during  the  last  three  months  was  due  to  greater 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  to  the  publicity  which  our  splendid 
location  gives  us,  and  to  personal  solicitation  of  orders  from  our  iriencls. 

VVe  are  grateful  to  our  many  friends  for  their  help  and  we  wish  to  tha,nk 
publicly  those  who  have  given  us  personal  contributions;  'Mrs.  Gilbert  for 
the  rent  of  the  workshop  until  April  1st;  Doctors  Gracey  and  Vastine  foi 
professional  services;  to  the  painter  who  painted  our  vending  stands;  to  the 
man  who  furnished  ice  all  summer;  Miss  .lohnstone,  who  made  the  sipi  for 
our  windows;  and  we  also  wish  to  thank  the  department  stores  for  giving  us 
special  prices  on  materials,  and  Mr.  Bowman  for  moving  us  and  allowing  us 
to  exhibit  our  goods  and  take  orders  in  his  store  and  for  many  other  kind 
favors.  We  are  most  grateful  to  those  who  helped  to  finish  rugs  and  bags, 
and  who  have  sewed  our  carpet  rags,  among  them  a group  of  ladies  in  River- 
side; the  Camp  Hill  Civic  Club  and  the  Catholic  Woman’s  Club.  We  appre- 
ciate most  sincerely  the  hours  of  time  Mrs.  C.  Valentine  Kirby,  Mrs.  Percy 
Wilson,  Mrs.  McCrae,  Mrs.  Rigdon,  Mrs.  Hemminger,  Mrs.  McCoy  and  Mrs. 
Austin  Miller  and  others  have  spent  in  our  workshop.  We  also  wish  to 
thank  the  newspapers  for  their  interest  in  our  progress  and  success.  And 
Mrs.  Gable  and  Miss  Mason,  our  paid  workers,  for  their  untiring  interest 
and  faithful  work,  and  any  and  all  others  who  gave  us  any  assistance,  and. 
to  our  last  contributor.  Miss  Anna  Seibert,  of  Steelton,  who  has  made  us  a 
gift  of  $1,000.” 


11.  Conclusion: 

In  concluiling  his  report  your  Executive  Secretary  takes  much  pleasure 
in  expressing,  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  to  our  retiring  president, 
Dr.  Edwin  J.  van  Etten,  their  appreciation  of  his  seiwices  as  president  during 
the  two  years  past,  and  their  gratification  that,  notwithstanding  his  exceed- 
ingly busy  life,  he  will  continue  to  seiwe  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

It  is  also  a great  pleasure  to  welcome  Mr.  James  McA.  Duncan  as  our 
incoming  president. 

(Signed)  H.  R.  LATIMER, 

Executive  Secretary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES 

INCLUDING  THAT  OF  THE  PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 
January  1,  1924 
ASSETS 


Cash  $ 3,652.31 

General  Fund  $2,107.69 

Emergency  Fund  1,544.72 


.Accounts  Receivable  7,751.20 

Customers’  Balances  $7,796.65 

Less  Resei-ve  for  Bad  and  Doubtful  Account.^ 45.45 


Inventories  13,424.74 

State  Appropriation  1,666.67 

Balance  Receivable  $8,750.00 

Less  Unabsorbed  Portion  7,083.33 


Real  Estate  and  Building  73,283.83 

Furniture  and  Equipment  (Net) 4,676.08 

Weavers’  Equipment  384.00 


Total  .Assets  $104,838.83 


LIABILITIES 


Accounts  Payable  $ 1,351.31 

Notes  Payable  10,500.00 

Special  Account  (Frank  Peruzzi)  95.41 


Total  Liabilities  $ 11,946.72 

Excess  of  Assets  Over  Liabilities 92,892.11 

Total  Liabilities  and  Excess  of  Assets  Over  Liabilities 104,838.83 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND, 
PROFIT  AND  LOSS  STATEMENT 
INCLUDING  THAT  OF  THE  PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 


INC. 


Broom  Dept. 

Sale.s  $.58,068.78 

Cost  of  Sales — 

Inventories,  Jan.  1,  1923.  . . . 9,308.43 

Adjustment  W eavers’  Supplies  

Purchases  35,934.85 

Wages  to: 

Blind  14,098.50 

Sighted  3,495.95 

.$62,837.73 

Less  Inventories  Dec.  31,  1923.  7 .355.12 

Cost  of  Sales  §65,482.61 

Gain  on  Sales  $ 2,586.17 

*Loss 

General  Income 


Mop  Dept. 
,$2,003.95 


3,271.62 

595.39 


$3,867.01 
1,698.52 
.$2,168.49 
$ 164..^* 


Home  Work 

& Weaving 

Dept. 

Total 

$10,684.90 

$70,757.63 

2,813.74 

12,122.17 

282.80 

282.80 

7,694.95 

46,901.42 

5,882.10 

20,575.99 

704.03 

4,199.98 

$17,377.62 

$84,082.36 

4,371.10 

13,424.74 

$13,006.52 

$70,657.62 

$ 2,321.62* 

$ 100.01 

.$20,003.00 


City  of  PitLsburgh  Appropriation  (one  year) 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  Appropriation 

(one  year)  o’'^Qn  oq 

Income  Emergency  Fund  8,130. u.3 

Refunds,  Tuitions,  etc 1,130.96 

Purchase  Discounts  

Inventory  Adjustment  282.80 


$35,362.80 


Administrative  and  General  Expense — 

Salaries:  Supeiwision  and  Clerical  Blind $ 7,172.34 

Supervision  and  Clerical  Sighted 8,.369.48 

Express,  Fi’eight  and  Hauling 2,782.19 

Discounts  to  Blind  2,516.08 

Discounts  to  Si.ghte<l  32.15 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage  1,105.49 

Emergency  Fund  Expense 1,044.92 

Light,  Heat  and  Power  

Shop  Supplies  and  Expense  937.74 

Carfare  and  Traveling  745.88 

Aid  to  Blind  719.85 

Truck  Expense  644.49 

Bad  and  Doubtful  Accounts  650.00 

Depreciation,  Furniture,  and  Equipment 533.51 

Office  Supplies  and  Expense  270.28 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  280.98 

Optical  and  Medical  Supplies  250.70 

Intere.st  207,50 

Repairs  to  Building  186.08 

Insurance  207.36 

Laundry  145.84 

Chair  Caning  126.97 

Water  Rent  53.26 


Total  Expense  329,953.85 

Branch  Allotments  from  State  .Appropriation $ 4,075.00  $34,028.85 


Blxcess  Income  Over  Expense  $ 1,333.95 

.Add:  Gain  from  Sales  and  Workshon  Operations 100.01 

Increase  in  Excess  of  .Assets  Over  Liabilities,  January  1 to  Decern-  

ber  31,  1923  $ 1.4.33.96 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

ST.VTEMENT,  CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 

•Januafy  1 to  December  31,  1923 

EMERGENCY  Pl!ND 
RECEIPTS 


Balance,  January  1,  1923  $ .3,984.31 

Contribution.s  and  Membership  Due.s $7,130.33 

Chas.  H.  Spang  Bequest  1,000.00 

Repayments  from  General  Fund 4,625.00 

$12,755.33 


$16,739.64 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Dues — 

-American  Foundation  for  the  Blind $ 20.00 

Pittsburgh  Federation  of  Social  Agencies....  10.00 

Subscription  “Outlook  for  the  Blind” 5.00 

$ 35.00 

■Aid  and  Entertainment  for  the  Blind — 

Pittsburgh  Workshop  $553.67 

Sundry  Individuals  356.25 

909.92 

Prize  for  Essay,  “Industrial  Blindness  and  Its  Prevention”  100.00 

-Advanced  to  General  Fund  14,150.00 

$15,194.92 


Balance  Emergency  Fund  Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1924 


$ 1,544.72 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

LACKAWANNA  BRANCH— SCRANTON,  PA. 
STATEMENT  OF  CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 
.lanuary  1 to  December  .31,  1923 
RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1923  ? 

Appropriations — 

State  of  Pennsylvania  

Community  Chest  

Sale  of  Products  

From  Friend.s — Contributions 

Total  Receipts  $20,602.46 


$1,500.00 

3,229.28 

$ 4,729.28 

14,157.29 

60.17 

$18,946.74 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Printing  : 

Express,  Freight  and  Hauling  

Rent  

Labor  

Industrial  Supplies  

Wages  to  Blind  

Clerical  and  Supei-vision  

Telephone  

Office  and  Shop  Supplies  

Educational  and  Recreational  

Advertising  

Car  Fare  

Postage 

Insurance  

Light  

Auditing 

Attending  Conference  

Repairs  

Special  Repairs  and  Renewals  

Material  Aid  

Total  Disbursements  


61.60 

99.54 

1.789.00 
314.99 

10,015.76 

3,669.54 

3.650.00 

79.00 
90.26 
16.75 

25.95 
102.04 

45.95 
16.80 
39.46 
31.63 

30.00 
154.81 
262.76 

64.74 

$20,560.58 


Balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1924 


$ 41.88 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH— HARRISBURG,  PA. 
.STATEMENT  OF  CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 
April  to  December  31,  1923 
RECEIPTS 

Balance,  April  $ 322.03 

-Appropriations — 

State  of  Pennsylvania  $ 400.00 

Harrisburg  Welfare  Federation  1,551.00 

? 1,951.00 

Sale  of  Products  909.16 

Refunds  1.72 

Voluntary  Contributions  100.25 

Miscellaneous  6.99 

$ 2,969.11 


Total  Receipts  $ 3,291.14 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Salaries  $ 1,170.75 

Wages  and  Handicap  642.62 

Other  Compensation  28.83 

-Automobile  Upkeep 9.70 

Electric,  Gas,  Water  and  Steam  20.59 

Express,  Freight  and  Hauling  52.81 

Postage 10.23 

Printing,  Etc 14.98 

Repairs,  Building 15.78 

Car  Fares  25.93 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  33.80 

Miscellaneous  2.89 

Petty  Ca.sh  10.00 

Chemicals,  Drugs,  Medical  Supplies  1.85 

Cleaning  Supplies  3.67 

Educational  Supplies  16.48 

Electrical  and  Light  Supplies  .25 

Food  13.66 

Paper  2.68 

Office  Supplies  29.57 

Caning  Supplies  363.80 

Weaving  Supplies  507.25 

Silverware  and  Hardware  3.15 

Contributions,  Nat.  Dues  1.00 

Reimbursements  57.89 

Material  Relief  3.75 

New  Equipment  188.70 


Total  Disbursements  ? 3,232.01 


Balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1924 59.13 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH— WILKES  BARRE,  PA. 
STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 
.lanuary  1 to  December  31,  1923 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1923  $ 1,761.41 

.-Ippropriation.s — 


$13,400.00 

Sale  of  Product.s  21,646.33 

From  Individuals  and  Corporations  436.18 

$.3.5,482.51 

Total  Receipts  $37,243.92 

DISBIRSEMENTS 

Salarie.s  and  Wages  $20,793.84 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  74.88 

Postage  86.04 

Car  Fare  79.32 

Traveling  and  Convention  Exjjense 36  09 

Gas  and  Electricity  1,037.75 

Printing,  Etc.  ...'. 222.45 

Repairs  166.35 

Miscellaneous  1,737.11 

Home  Work  Dept. — Materials  and  Supplies 475.18 

Food  14.75 

Office  Supplies  5.90 

Weaving  Dept. — Materials  and  Supplies.  . 8,992:98 

Educational  and  Recreational  Supplies  ..  494.77 

Broom  Department  1,157.32 

New  Equipment  766.29 

Replacement  of  Equipment  3.14 

Insurance  34.97 

Interest  ; ; 354.66 

Total  Di.sbursements  $36,533.70 


Balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1924 ■.  . .$  710.22 


(Membership  Blank) 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
431  Second  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


I desire  to  become  a member  of  the  PENNSYLV.ANIA 
.ASSOCIATION  FOR  THPi  BLIND.  Put  my  name'  on  your 
mailing  list  for  future  publication  issued  by  you. 

I enclose  $ (Active  membership  $5  per  year, 

Associate  $1,  Life  Membership  $200.) 

Active  and  Life  Members  elect  our  Board  of  Directors  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  .Association,  January  of  each  year. 

Mr.,  Mrs.,  or  Club 

r f I 

.Address 

' ■ ■ T 


